
        
     

 
VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

COUNCILLOR’S ANNUAL REPORT – MAY 2013 – MAY 2014 
 

Name of 
Councillor 

Steffan Wiliam Group Plaid Cymru 

    
Ward Baruc, Barry Date Last 

Elected 
May 2012 

    
 
       
 
 
Council Positions / Committee Memberships Held (May 2013 – May 2014) 
 
Member, Vale of Glamorgan Full Council 
Member, Social Care and Health Scrutiny Committee 
Member, Economy and Environment Scrutiny Committee 
 
 
I am also a member of, and contribute to the work of, the following 
Outside Bodies, School Governing Bodies and Partnerships : 
 
Council representative 
 
School Governor, Ysgol Bro Morgannwg  
School Governor, Barry Island Primary School 
(representing Barry Town Council) 
 
 
Other (e.g. WLGA capacity) 
 
Member, Barry Town Council 
Member, Barry Town Council Resources Committee 
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Constituency Activity and Achievements 
 
Ward issues: 
 
From last year’s priorities: 
i) A second road for Barry Island – this has now been resolved following 

pressure from myself and fellow ward councillor Nic Hodges. The road 
should be built by summer 2015. 

 
ii) Securing Birch Grove Car Park at night – this is still ongoing and am 

hopeful that a barrier can be installed at the car park which can be 
locked at night. I also hope that it can be resurfaced.  

 
iii) Building a proper footpath through Birch Grove Woods – This has been 

achieved. 
 
iv) Playing area for Marine Drive – This has now been resolved and 

deemed unsuitable and inappropriate. Play areas in Romilly and 
Porthkerry Parks are close by and I am trying to improve access to 
them from the Suburb. 

 
v) Maslin Park changing rooms and park – I have secured funding for 

much needed improvements to be made to Maslin Park. The park has 
now been landscaped and new play equipment has already been 
installed. Now the changing rooms will be refurbished. I aim to ensure 
that this shall be to a standard which will allow the local football team, 
Marine FC to compete in the higher divisions   

 
Other work done in the last year: 
 

• Arranged for proper signage at St Baruc’s Chapel 
• Successfully amended the licensing application for Nell’s Point to the 

satisfaction of local residents and businesses. - The original application 
posed many threats to businesses and residents. Subsequent 
representations and submissions by myself and local residents to the 
Licensing Sub-Committee, followed by rigorous cross-examination of 
the applicant, led to the application being changed.  

• Called for support for the Memorial Hall and Theatre (‘the Memo’) to 
upgrade their cinema facilities 

• Expressed concerns regarding the imposition of benches on Marine 
Drive without consultation with local members, residents or the police. I 
have received assurances that this will not happen again. 

• Regularly worked with residents on neighbourhood disturbance issues, 
reported abandoned rubbish and bulky items to the council’s visible 
services team, reported potholes and resurfacing issues. 

• I have reported the problem of unlicensed traders selling all manner of 
goods from food to cars in the ward.  

• Attended PACT (Police and Community Together) meetings to liaise 
with police and residents. 
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Ongoing work:  

 
a) I continue to hold regular surgeries at Barry Library with my ward 

colleagues for residents to meet their local Plaid councillors and 
discuss any issues.  

 
b) We also continue to call on every house on the ward to discuss any 

issues that may be of concern to residents and to take action on their 
behalf. 

 
c) We also continue to issue regular newsletters to keep residents 

informed.  
 
Council Activities:  
 
I have attended almost every Council meeting and Committee of which I am a 
member for 2013-14. 
 
I asked questions at almost every Full Council concerning a variety of topics, 
varying from economic development, the second road to the Island, 
education, children’s services, bus services and democracy within council 
committees. I have also spoken on a variety of subjects, including the Local 
Development Plan and made numerous recommendations to it. 
 
As a member of the Social Care and Health Scrutiny Committee I have aimed 
at improving the council’s delivery of services to the people of the Vale, with 
particular reference this year to the principle of Telecare for elderly people and 
the Vale’s adherence to CSSIW standards in relation to disability.  
 
Following on from my work last year when I made submissions to the 
Economic and Environmental regeneration scrutiny committee, I am now a 
member of that committee and have submitted several ideas since for 
regenerating the local economy of Barry Island and the surrounding area, as 
well as holding Cabinet members to account regarding the regeneration work. 
I have also successfully requested items for consideration on the agenda.  
 
 
Learning and Development 
 
This section covers your Personal Development in your role as a councillor.  You 
should include all training events that you have participated in and any 
developmental events that you have attended. 
 

• I shall be attending refresher training sessions in my capacity as a 
school governor on understanding data and other aspects of 
governorship as they arise. 

• I shall also continue to try to attend any training and briefing sessions 
within the council as they arise. 
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Priorities For The Year Ahead 
My Ward Priorities for the next year: 
 

• Improving access down Lovers Lane to Porthkerry Park.  
 

• Management of the Hedgerows along Marine Drive down to Glan 
Hafren Flats 

 
• Clean the Knap feeder stream. Particulates which pollute the stream 

need to be removed by permanently repairing the Silt buster.   
 

• Improve parking issues in the ward, with particular reference to 
Westward Rise, Welford Street and Canon Hill, Paget Road, Plymouth 
Road and Redbrink Crescent. 
 

• Ensure that the by-laws concerning Jet Skis are enforced and to look 
into the feasibility of maintaining a presence on our coast through 
inflatable craft in the interests of safety and enforcement. 
 

• That long-outstanding works such as unrepaired fences on Ship Hill 
and the causeway, damaged benches etc are addressed and 
completed this year! 
 

Wider Priorities 
i) Regeneration of the Town and Barry Island - I will continue to push for 

an holistic approach which links the town with the Island and the coast 
all the way to Porthkerry Park. This should involve sustainable tourism 
and development. This would include looking at measures such as 
widening the causeway, developing leisure and retail, a road train 
linking the Knap and the Island, improved public transport and 
additional parking and free wireless broadband.     

 
ii) Sand Loss – I raised this item, which affects both our economy and 

environment, in February and was discussed in June’s scrutiny 
meeting. My work in drawing the council’s attention to this has meant 
that the Vale has now started to collect important data on sand levels 
around our beaches and has a planned programme to monitor and 
analyse the situation. This will enable the correct strategy to prevent 
sand loss to be implemented swiftly if necessary. 

 
iii) Cog Moors Sewage Treatment Works. I have requested that this be 

raised in the Economic and Environmental Scrutiny Committee since 
the issue of current capacity and the impact of further housing need 
investigating. This will have major implications for our LDP.  

 
iv) Protecting local businesses from unlicensed traders. I aim to ensure 

that a robust series of measures are in place to protect our local 
businesses from opportunistic traders, particularly during events such 
as bonfire night etc. 
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v) Continuing with one of my priorities for last year, to improve the 

council’s provision of activities for young people through the medium of 
Welsh. Some progress has been made but Vale’s provision continues 
to be poor, despite the fact that a quarter of our children are educated 
through the medium of Welsh. The Vale should provide opportunities 
for them too.   

 
vi) To proactively scrutinise rail links to Cardiff Airport, and the impact of 

associated developments upon Porthkerry Park and area. Whilst being 
vigilant in protecting farmland around the park and welcoming the 
extension of the actual park, I have also supported the ambitious 
developments planned for Marco’s in the Park which will benefit 
tourism in a sustainable manner and offer an improved experience for 
all visitors. 

 
 
 
Signature Of Councillor:  Steffan Wiliam Date: June 2014 
 
 

Member Development 
14-05-22 Councillors’ Annual Reports 


