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The Welsh Government is the first in the world to legislate for children’s play,
formally recognising play as a fundamental right. The Vale of Glamorgan Council
and its partners fully support this commitment.

Together, we aim to create a play-friendly Vale - one that offers children the
time, space, and freedom to play on their own terms, while fostering positive
community attitudes toward play as a vital part of everyday life.

Our engagement with children and young people has once again highlighted
how much they value having the time, space, and freedom to play and enjoy
leisure activities. They particularly appreciate opportunities to have fun with
friends, explore outdoor spaces, and take a break from the demands of daily life.
Parents and carers also recognise the importance of play, noting its positive
impact on mental health, skill development, and social interaction.

While there is a strong desire to expand play opportunities as a source of fun
and enjoyment for children and young people, professionals in the Vale are
increasingly recognising the wider benefits that play brings. These include
improved health and wellbeing, the development of resilience and life skills,
stronger family and community connections, and a valuable outlet for managing
stress and anxiety.

Although it remains important to value play for its own sake, the broader impact
of play on individuals and communities is helping to drive greater interest and
investment in play across the Vale. This cross-cutting value is reflected in key
strategic documents, such as the Vale of Glamorgan Corporate Plan and the
Public Service Board’s Good Food & Movement Plan.

1. Local Authority Summary Statement
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The completion of the Play Sufficiency Assessment has highlighted:

Assessing and securing sufficient play opportunities is a complex task, as each
child is unique and has an individual perspective on what makes play
meaningful. These experiences are shaped by a variety of factors, including their
home environment, location, demographics and how their parents or carers
perceive play and safety within the community.

The ‘Play – Have Your Say’ survey found that 88% of children and young people
gave positive feedback about opportunities to play or spend time with friends in
the Vale—an increase of 7% since the previous survey, which was conducted
during the COVID-19 pandemic. While this reflects a generally positive trend,
59% still felt there was room for improvement in their play opportunities. Adults
reported lower satisfaction levels than children and young people, highlighting
the importance of directly engaging young voices in discussions about play, as
their perspectives often differ from those of adults.

Having enough time to play is a key priority for children and young people.
Survey results show that 73% feel they have “loads” or “just about enough”
time to play or spend with friends, while 27% would like “a bit more” or “a lot
more” time. These findings highlight the importance of protecting and
promoting free time in children’s daily lives.



Children, young people, and families in the Vale value the area's rich
natural and built environments, which offer diverse opportunities for
play. When given the freedom, children can transform almost any
space - beaches, woodlands, parks, open areas, and fixed play areas
- into a place for play. Various projects have been undertaken to
enhance these spaces. The quality, age-appropriateness, and
proximity of fixed play areas, along with access to open spaces,
significantly influence residents’ satisfaction with local play
opportunities.

While access to outdoor play spaces is a strength, there are limited
affordable and suitable indoor options available for children, young
people, and families - particularly during periods of poor weather.
Addressing this gap is essential to ensure year-round opportunities
for play and social interaction.

Schools are widely regarded as safe and trusted community spaces.
However, they are not always accessible for play and leisure
activities outside of school hours. To address this, a coordinated
mapping exercise could help build a clearer understanding of
current access and opportunities within school settings. This would
enable a more targeted approach to improving community use,
including through initiatives like the Play Friendly Schools
programme.

The local authority and its partners are committed to meaningful
community engagement and have used a variety of approaches to
support this. However, reaching all groups—particularly those who
are seldom heard—remains a challenge. The Vale benefits from a
diverse and well-established partnership network, which can be
further strengthened to enhance inclusive consultation and
engagement efforts.

The benefits of undertaking play value assessments of play and
open spaces is recognised. However, limited capacity and resources
have hindered the ability to implement these assessments in a
structured way. Addressing this gap remains a key area for
development.

Families continue to feel the effects of the rising cost of living,
making it essential to ensure access to free and affordable play
opportunities. A variety of projects and resources have been
developed to support this goal and to raise awareness among
families about low-cost and no-cost activity ideas. Attendance at
supervised play sessions tends to be higher when activities are
designed for the whole family, rather than solely for children or
young people. This trend highlights the value of investing in family-
focused provision and expanding related resources.
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A collaborative approach has been adopted to deliver training and continuing
professional development opportunities, aimed at strengthening the playwork
workforce and enhancing skills and expertise. A key ongoing priority is the
development of the play infrastructure - expanding capacity and upskilling both
new and existing individuals to improve the quality and availability of play
provision.

Given the limited financial resources, it is essential to strengthen partnerships
with local groups and residents to recruit volunteers to help expand community-
based services. To enable this, a key priority will be delivering a tailored training
and mentoring programme to build the knowledge, skills, and confidence of
those stepping into volunteer roles.

Disabled children and young people often face additional barriers to accessing
play opportunities. In response, there has been a focus on meeting their
individual needs through inclusive and tailored approaches. Ensuring equitable
access to play will remain a priority moving forward.

Progress has been made in demonstrating the broad, cross-sector benefits of
play—particularly its positive impact on health and wellbeing. This work will
continue through mechanisms such as the Play Sufficiency Monitoring Group
and its associated reporting processes, which help ensure accountability and
ongoing development.

Please see the Play Action Plan 2025 – 2026 for all actions identified for
development following the Play Sufficiency Assessment process. 
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While the Council’s Play Team led the Play Sufficiency Assessment, it is
recognised that a wide range of stakeholders—including other Council
departments, public services, community and voluntary organisations, and
residents—each play a vital role in assessing and securing sufficient play
opportunities. Play Wales remains a key partner, offering expertise and support
that enhances the Council’s efforts to improve play opportunities for children
and young people.

To support this collaborative process, a variety of methods were used to gather
information, several of which are outlined below. As with previous assessments,
the level of engagement varied across partners, which is reflected in the differing
depth of information provided throughout the assessment,

 From the outset, it was made clear that no additional financial or staffing
resources were available to support delivery of actions. As a result, any required
funding would need to come from existing budgets or newly identified sources.
Agreed actions were developed with this in mind, focusing on maximising
impact through the sharing and efficient use of current resources.

Continuous Process of Partnership Development and Reflection
The Play Sufficiency Assessment (PSA) is recognised as an ongoing and
evolving process. It involves continuous partnership development, consultation,
insight gathering, and reflection to ensure that annual action plans respond to
the needs of children, young people, and the wider community—while remaining
realistic within available resources.

The lead-up to completing the PSA documents helped sustain meaningful
conversations about play with existing partners and residents, while also
initiating dialogue with new stakeholders who previously had limited
involvement. This process has contributed to strengthening partnerships,
generating fresh ideas, and encouraging the sharing of local knowledge.

2. Methodology

Vale Play Sufficiency Assessment 5



Play Sufficiency Assessment Workshop
A diverse group of internal and external stakeholders were invited to a workshop
designed to support the development of the 2025 Play Sufficiency Assessment.
The workshop aimed to:

Provide an overview of Play Sufficiency, updating participants on the process
and outlining next steps for the 2025 assessment
Facilitate discussions on key factors affecting children’s play opportunities
Contribute to a SWOT analysis for each of the four PSA themes
Explore the role of different professionals in shaping play opportunities within
communities
Identify potential actions for inclusion in the Play Action Plan

A total of 31 individuals from 27 different Council departments and external
organisations registered to attend the workshop. Although only 19 were able to
participate on the day, the event proved highly valuable - sparking energetic
discussions and generating a wealth of insights and connections.

In the lead-up to the workshop, stakeholders received a series of informative
emails designed to:

Raise awareness of Article 31 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Provide context to support the SWOT analysis
Explain the PSA process
Share the Play Wales film This is Why Play is So Important

https://play.wales/play/film 

Written Input
All stakeholders were invited to contribute to the criteria template, with guidance
to focus on areas most relevant to their service. However, recognising the cross-
cutting nature of the criteria, they were also encouraged to provide input wherever
they felt it was appropriate. The evidence gathered helped inform the RAG (Red,
Amber, Green) ratings and highlighted gaps to be considered for the action plan.
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Town & Community Council Engagement
With strong community ties, the 27 Vale Town and Community Councils are
well positioned to act as play champions within the areas they serve. Their
ability to consult directly with residents, advocate for play, and consider its
impact in local decision-making makes them valuable partners in the Play
Sufficiency Assessment (PSA) process.

All councils were invited to attend the overarching PSA workshop, with Wick
Community Council participating. Following this, the PSA Lead Officer
attended a Town and Community Council Liaison Committee meeting to
encourage completion of a targeted survey exploring local strengths and
challenges related to play. Contributions were received from Ewenny,
Llancarfan, Llandough, Pendoylan, Penllyn, St Nicholas with Bonvilston,
Welsh St Donats, and Wick Community Councils.

Representatives were also invited to a dedicated PSA workshop facilitated by
Play Wales. Ewenny, Pendoylan, and Wick attended and expressed interest in
further developing play opportunities in their communities. In total, eight
councils directly contributed to the PSA process, with Dinas Powys
Community Council and Barry Town Council involved indirectly through
collaborative events and play sessions.

Theme/Project Specific Working Groups
Where appropriate, project or theme-specific working groups have been
established. Notable examples include the Street Play working group and the
Places Where Children Play meetings, which bring together representatives
from play services, planning, Active Travel, parks, and the Public Health Team.
These groups support collaborative approaches to enhancing play
opportunities across the Vale.

Insight and Consultation
In addition to the dedicated play consultation undertaken to inform the 2025
Play Sufficiency Assessment (PSA), valuable insights were also drawn from
broader, non-play-specific engagement activities. These included findings
from the Wellbeing Assessment, Section 106 and planning consultations,
Active Travel consultation, and the Placemaking project.

For details on consultation and engagement specifically involving children and
young people, please refer to Section 3.
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Partners Involved
The PSA Lead Officer, having been involved in the completion of previous Play
Sufficiency Assessments (PSAs), has developed strong links across a range of
sectors within the Vale that influence children’s play. As noted earlier, both internal
departments and external organisations were invited to contribute directly to the
current PSA. In addition, several partners provided indirect input through related
work and ongoing collaboration.

As the PSA is an ongoing process, insights gathered over the past three years—
from meetings, discussions, and partnerships—have also informed the
development of this document and the accompanying action plan.

Organisations and departments that contributed through any of these mechanisms
include:
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Although other internal departments and external organisations were invited to
participate in the process, some did not provide input. There are currently no
dedicated play associations operating within the Vale of Glamorgan.



The views of children, young people, and families were gathered through a
range of engagement methods and have played a key role in shaping the
assessment and informing the priorities outlined in the action plan.

While consultation is essential to effective planning, it is not always possible to
implement every suggestion made by residents and partners. As a result,
decisions must be guided by what is achievable and sustainable within existing
financial and physical resources. They should also align with the Council’s
corporate and wellbeing priorities.

Consultation and insight gathering mechanisms have included:

‘Play Have Your Say’ survey for Children and Young People
The Play – Have Your Say survey is a national tool designed to give children and
young people a voice on whether they feel they have the time, space, and
permission to play as they would like. In the Vale of Glamorgan, the survey was
used to support local consultation, providing valuable insight into where children
play, the types of play they engage in, and what they perceive as positive or
challenging about their local play environments.

To ensure accessibility, the bilingual survey was made available both online and
in paper format. To maximise reach, the Vale’s partnership network was actively
encouraged to promote the survey. This included schools, Glamorgan Voluntary
Services, Menter Bro Morgannwg, Town and Community Councils, and Public
Service Board partners such as Public Health, the Fire Service, NHS, Natural
Resources Wales, and the Police. Internal Council departments also supported
dissemination, including the Play Team, Youth Service, Family Information
Service, Flying Start, and teams working with targeted groups such as the Child
Health and Disability Team and the Young Carers Team.

A total of 615 children and young people completed all or part of the survey—an
increase from previous assessments. However, this still represents a relatively
small proportion of the overall population of children and young people in the
Vale.

The survey results highlight the challenges in assessing and providing sufficient
play opportunities. Each child and young person has a unique perspective on
what makes play valuable, shaped by factors such as where they live and how
their parents or carers perceive play and safety in their communities.

3. How engagement with children and 
    families has informed the Play 
    Sufficiency Assessment 
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This diversity is evident in the survey responses. For instance, when asked
“What is good about your area for playing?”, participants gave 49 different
types of answers. The top five responses were:

14% - Being able to play with friends / make friends / play with others
13% - Good parks / variety of equipment / safe equipment
11% - It’s fun / exciting / can mess around
10% - The sports facilities / football pitches / skate parks      
9% - There’s lots of space

“Its fun being with my friends”

“I like that there are lots of different parks in Penarth and also
we can go to the beach and the woods and Cosmeston lake. I

like that there are cafes and toilets at the parks”

“No busy road. I can get home quickly”

“Most of the time there is lots of space for us to play and mess
around”

“That I can be who I want to be”

“I get to play what I want”

“its safe and makes us feel safe so we can enjoy ourselves and
have fun while playing”

“Big open spaces to free play, be imaginative and feel safe”

“I feel safe in my street”

“We can go and play but also sit and chill”
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“cleaner grass with no dog poo”

“Nothing for teenagers to do other than hang around in parks where
there's nothing to do if you're not sporty. Would like more indoor

places like a cinema”

“The parks are a bit old and need new equipment. And there isn't
always much equipment for my age” 

 Sometimes it's too young but sometimes it's too hard for me and is for
older children”

“Would love more opportunities to meet up with friends from school
outside of school as friends in class live across the Vale”

“We always want to play football, but when it's muddy, there's no
where to play...all cages are locked up, the school ones aren't open, and

hardly any other football areas to play in that aren't grass”.
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The top 5 responses to ‘What’s not good about your area for playing and
hanging out and needs to be made better’ were:

17% - lack of indoor facilities for when there is wet weather
16.5% - lots of litter 
9.5% - outdated equipment in play areas
9% - busy roads / lots of traffic / speed of traffic
8.5% - lots of dog poo

The top 5 things children and young people like to do when they are playing is:

A full report regarding the survey responses is available. 



‘Play Have Your Say’ survey for Parents/Carers
Parents and carers are recognised as key influencers in determining how,
when, and what play opportunities children and young people can access. It is
therefore essential that they understand the importance of giving children the
time, space, and freedom to choose how, where, and when they play. While
adults are often asked to speak on behalf of their children, their perceptions
do not always align with the views of children and young people, who
frequently respond differently to similar questions.

To explore these differences, a ‘Play – Have Your Say’ survey was conducted
with adults, mirroring many of the questions asked in the children and young
people’s survey. A total of 88 adult responses were received—significantly
fewer than in the previous assessment. In addition to the survey, in-person
discussions were held at events and sessions, offering adult residents the
opportunity to share their views on play in the Vale.

The findings show that most parents and carers recognise the value of play,
citing benefits such as fun, relationship-building, confidence, creativity,
relaxation, resilience, and problem-solving. Many also expressed appreciation
for the natural environment in the Vale and gave positive feedback on some
fixed play areas. However, as in the previous assessment, adults tended to be
more critical of available play opportunities than children and young people,
particularly regarding fixed play areas. While children did mention these
areas, their responses were generally more positive and also highlighted a
broader range of spaces where they enjoy playing.

Consultation and Engagement at Play and Non-Play Events and Activities
The delivery of play sessions and events has proven to be an effective way to
consult with children and families. These engagements continue to inform
future activities and actions. Targeted community projects—such as those
linked to the Play Friendly Schemes at St Helen’s and Oakfield Primary—have
benefited from dedicated funding. These initiatives have enabled ongoing
engagement, with the Play Team building strong relationships with staff and
residents to tailor projects to the specific needs of each community.

These projects also support insight gathering through tools like the ‘Your
Playtimes’ survey, which invites children and staff to share their views on
playtime experiences.

Recognising that not all residents attend play-specific activities, consultation
has also taken place at broader community events such as fetes and school
sports days. These settings attract a more diverse audience and help capture
a wider range of perspectives. A variety of engagement methods were used,
including secondary-age young ambassadors interviewing primary school
children about what they enjoy when playing, where they like to play, and
what barriers they face.
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Disabled Children and Young People
Ongoing consultation with disabled children, young people, and their
families is carried out through initiatives such as the Families First Holiday
Club and Teenscheme. Feedback is gathered during these sessions to
evaluate the success of the provision and ensure it continues to meet the
needs of both children and their families. 

To gain deeper insight, a targeted survey was distributed to families of
disabled children. This was shared via the Play Team and partner
organisations, including the Child Health and Disability Team and The Index
—a database maintained by the Family Information Service specifically for
families of disabled children and young people. A total of 88 responses were
received. The feedback from this consultation, along with insights from
partners such as the Child Health and Disability Team and the Early Help
Team, has been instrumental in shaping current provision. It has also helped
identify gaps in services, which are now being considered as part of the
ongoing action plan.

Utilising Non-Play Specific Insight - Insight Database
Since the last Play Sufficiency Assessment, the local authority has
undertaken a wide range of consultation and engagement activities across
various departments. These efforts have generated valuable insights that
inform both the current PSA and future planning. For example, the Youth
Service’s Make Your Mark campaign captured the voices of over 4,000 young
people. More recently, staff visited all secondary schools in the Vale to
gather young people’s views on the Placemaking plans being developed for
the four towns—plans that directly influence leisure opportunities, social
spaces, and access to activities.

The Vale Play Team works with the Strategy & Partnership Team to align
with engagement activities led by the Public Services Board, particularly in
the development of its Well-being Plan. This includes drawing on data from
the Let’s Talk About Life in the Vale survey, which invited residents to share
their experiences with public services, their priorities for the future, and
ideas for improving community involvement in decision-making.

The Play Team also actively participates in the Public Participation
Practitioners Network, which facilitates the sharing of consultation data and
insights across internal partners. Additional sources of insight include
surveys conducted by the Family Information Service, as well as feedback
from Active Travel, S106, and planning consultations. These diverse data
sources are being compiled into an Insight Database to support the
identification of future play priorities.

As part of the consultation process, Town and Community Councils were
invited to share relevant insights from their own community engagement.
While the feedback received so far has been limited, it is hoped that this will
increase as partnerships continue to develop.



Budget Context and Challenges
At the time of completion of the last PSA in 2022, the
Council was undertaking a major budget review across its
service areas due to the unprecedented financial challenges
being faced. The play budget has been maintained for the 3-
year period since then, which can be seen as positive at a
time when the Council’s resources were diminishing. The
Council’s core financial allocation for play does not provide a
delivery budget. However, it does provide a contribution to
the employment of the Principal Healthy Living Officer, part
of whose role involves overseeing play development and
leading on the Play Sufficiency Assessment. It also provides
a contribution to the Senior Healthy Living Officer (Play
Development Officer) role, with the remainder of this post
funded via Families First funding and through the recharge
of some services provided by the Officer.

With ongoing financial challenges faced by the Local
Authority and partners, difficult decisions have to be made
regarding how the limited financial resources are spent. It is
recognised that play has a cross-cutting positive impact on
other agendas. However statutory services such as
Education and Social Services are seen as a priority over
non-statutory services such as play. This may impact on the
resources available to Play Services. Funding has been
identified to secure the play infrastructure and programme
for the 2025 – 2026 period. However, it is unclear what
financial resources will be available in future years.
Alternative methods of delivery such as the identification
and training of volunteers through the Play Friendly Schools
programme is being looked at in an attempt to support
developments. However, with the limited capacity within the
paid play workforce within the Vale, this will be a long-term
process which will be reliant on engagement and continued
interest from community members.

4. Maximising resources
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A Collaborative Approach to Supporting Play in the Vale of Glamorgan
There continues to be a focus on internal Council departments and external
organisations working together to maximise the financial, physical and
staffing resources available. This has been supported by involving a range of
individuals in working groups and establishing cross sector panels when
considering the use of some play funding pots secured. For example, when
the Play Capital funding pot was announced, a panel was created including
representatives from Play, Planning, Landscape Architects, Parks and Open
Spaces. This brought a wealth of information together to inform decision
making. This included knowledge around other funding pots that could
compliment the proposed projects and existing / planned projects that could
either link to or duplicate proposed plans. 

S106 funding continues to support play and leisure. Examples include
improving community assets such as fixed play areas, sports facilities and
open play spaces. S106 funding is welcomed and is often the only way
facilities can be improved. However, it does create some issues with some
residents querying why certain parks and spaces are being upgraded whilst
the spaces in their communities are not. Since the last PSA, more informative
promotion of this funding has been undertaken to educate the public on
where this funding has come from and the limitations on where it can be
spent. 

The attempt to maximise resources also extends past financial resources. It
includes the sharing of training, specialist play equipment, specialist
disability equipment and facilities. For example, the Play Team have
delivered ‘Risk Benefit Assessment Training in the Early Years’ to staff within
Flying Start settings. 

Welsh Government Funding Supporting Local Opportunities
Welsh Government grants have been welcomed and used to support access
to and enhance play opportunities. These include: 

Playworks Holiday Project – an initiative to support increased open
access play opportunities for children and young people during the
school holidays, whilst also providing healthy snacks. 306 sessions and
events were delivered across school holidays and some weekends
between Summer 2022 to March 2025. In 2024 – 2025 more than 2100
children/young people and 1110 adults participated in the free activities.
The funding also supported the training of staff. 
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The Playworks Project was led by the Vale Play Team with partners
including KeyCreate, Bridge Between Community Centre and Uniting
Church, Butterflies Playgroup, Barry Town Council, 8 Vale libraries,
Rotary Club of Barry and Flying Start. This investment has been
invaluable to deliver school holiday provision. However, the allocation
has remained stagnant so there is a challenge in maintaining the level of
delivery with increased costs faced.



Families First Funding – supporting delivery of the Families First Holiday
Club (disabled children up to age 11) and Teenscheme (disabled children
aged 12 – 18). Both support playscheme opportunities during school
holidays whilst also providing respite support for families, supporting the
work of statutory services such as Social Services and Early Help Team -
demonstrating the cross-cutting impact play services can bring.

Early Years & Childcare Capital funding – improving Palmerston
Community Learning Centre premises where the CIW registered
playscheme is delivered. Also supporting childcare settings which support
children to play.

Childcare and Play Grant – funding the Community Play Officer post
which is supporting community play provision.

Summer of Fun 2022 - a fun-filled programme of free play, sports and
cultural activities aimed at children and young people up to 24 years and
their families to support the mental, social and physical wellbeing of
children and young people - helping them to continue their recovery from
the Covid restrictions. Also supporting families impacted by the cost-of-
living crisis by providing free activities over the summer holidays. Some
targeted provision was also provided. 946 sessions delivered in more than
147 activities with 130 partners involved. 19,571 attendances in activities
across 23 different areas of the Vale.

Play Capital Funding 2025 – the funding allocation will support:                             
       -Upgrading of Palmerston children's play area in Barry
       -Upgrade existing play area near Conybeare Road in Sully
       -Upgrade Ewenny play area
       -Generator purchase for use at events
       -Installation of an inclusive seesaw and safety surface in Llantwit Major 
         park
       -Improved surfacing and access to playground on Caerleon Road, Dinas 
         Powys
       -Play equipment for Bwrlwm Welsh language playschemes
       -Play equipment and event shelters for Vale Council open access play 
         programme
       -Skateboard ramp in Wick
      -Transportation and erection of Play Cubes to identified venues to support 
         community play
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Lead Strategic Responsibility for Play in the Local Authority
The Lead Director for Play is the Director of Housing & Environment
Services. The Cabinet Member for Leisure, Sport and Wellbeing serves as
the portfolio holder for play within the Council’s Cabinet.

Strategic Alignment
The cross-cutting impact of play is recognised by inclusion within key
strategic documents including:

Vale 2030 - Vale of Glamorgan Corporate Plan
Public Service Board - Good Food & Movement Plan

Play positively contributes to a range of objectives and actions within these
strategic plans and contributes to broader objectives such as health,
wellbeing and community development. There are also a range of objectives
and actions within these plans that positively impact on children and
families’ ability to play. However, the Play Sufficiency Assessment and
Action Plan are not explicitly listed amongst the plans contributing to Vale
2030 or the Good Food and Movement plan. This indicates a need to
strengthen awareness and integration of the Play Sufficiency Assessment
across internal and external partners and plans. 

The Play Sufficiency Assessment supports the Well-being Assessment
which recognises the importance of play to children and young people’s
physical, mental, social and emotional health and well-being. 

Vale Play representatives have been involved in the creation of the recent
iteration of the Public Service Board Good Food and Movement Plan (2024-
2026). Together with Public Health representatives, they have advocated for
the inclusion of play within this plan. Play will continue to be represented on
the Good Food and Movement Implementation Group, whose role includes
progressing and reporting against actions in the plan. 

With the support of Play Wales and Welsh Government, conversations have
taken place with Cardiff & Vale Regional Partnership Board representative to
seek to ensure that the play agenda is considered in broader regional
planning and provide an avenue for the Play Sufficiency Assessment and
Actions Plans to be reported. Actions to progress this are to be
implemented.
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Monitoring and Reporting Mechanisms
Progress against play actions is monitored and reported through several
channels: 

Quarterly reports to the Scrutiny Committee and senior management as
part of corporate performance plan reporting
Annual Play Review, shared with: Scrutiny Committee; Cabinet; Senior
management; Internal departments; External partners
Play-related outcomes are included in: Corporate Equalities updates;
Reports on cost-of-living support projects; Corporate annual reporting
processes; Cardiff & Vale Good Food and Movement reporting

A Play Sufficiency Monitoring Group is being established to:
Oversee progress on the Play Action Plan
Review and update actions to ensure continued relevance
Ensure effective reporting and accountability
Support completion of future Play Sufficiency Assessments

Membership will include representatives from:
Vale Play Team
Community organisation representation
Planning
Parks & Open Spaces
Public Health
Active Travel
Strategy and Insight
Early Years
Learning and Skills
Cabinet Member for Leisure, Sport and Wellbeing

To maintain effectiveness, membership will be capped. However, mechanisms
will be in place to ensure broad partner input into reporting and future
assessments. The group will be chaired by the Operational Manager for
Leisure, who holds responsibility for play. Membership will be reviewed to
ensure effectiveness.  
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The completion of the Play Sufficiency Assessment has highlighted that, despite
limited resources, there are positive play opportunities available across the Vale of
Glamorgan. However, access to these opportunities is influenced by a range of
factors, including a child or young person’s place of residence, demographic
background, the attitudes and priorities of parents, carers and other adults
regarding the value of play.

Analysis of the individual criteria within the assessment document indicates that
progress has been made in several areas. However, this progress continues to be
constrained by limited resources. A range of actions—both resource-dependent
and resource-neutral—can be implemented over time to enhance play sufficiency
across the authority. It is important to recognise that this is a long-term process
requiring sustained commitment and collaboration.

As part of the Play Sufficiency Assessment process, a one-year action plan has
been developed to progress identified priorities. A key consideration in selecting
actions for inclusion was ensuring they are achievable within the available
timeframe, funding, and resources. Given the ongoing financial pressures faced by
the local authority and its partners, budgets allocated specifically to play will be
limited.

Despite these constraints, strong collaborative working between partners remains
a strength, and it is hoped that this continued cooperation will help identify and
leverage resources to support priority actions. While some actions in the plan are
designed for short-term implementation, others will require a longer timeframe.
As with previous play action plans, this document is intended to be a dynamic,
working document that will be reviewed and updated as needed.

Moving forward, there will be a continued focus on targeting resources to support
access to play for children and young people who face the greatest barriers. This
includes those affected by socio-economic disadvantage, rural isolation, and those
with additional needs.

Efforts will also be directed toward supporting organisations and community
volunteers to enhance the quality of play opportunities within their local areas.
This will be achieved through a structured programme of play training and
continuing professional development, alongside initiatives such as the Play
Friendly Schools programme.

The local authority and partners will continue to promote inclusive access to play
by delivering free, staffed play provision and encouraging no-cost or low-cost play
opportunities that families can enjoy together. This includes the delivery of free
playschemes and events, as well as the promotion of the Street Play initiative to
support doorstep play.

Further consideration will be given to developing mechanisms for assessing the
play value of spaces. These assessments will support a more strategic approach
to improving existing play environments and guiding the development of new
spaces that better meet the needs of children and young people.
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