
2024/00329/FUL Received on 22 April 2024 

APPLICANT: Welsh Education Partnership (WEPCo) and Cardiff an C/O Agent, -
, -, -
AGENT: Mr Tobias Robinson Helmont House, Churchill Way, Cardiff, CF10 2HE 

Land to the South of Blackton Lane and West of Port Road, Rhoose 

Development at land to the south of Blackton Lane and west of Port Road for a 
new Advanced Technology Centre for Cardiff and Vale College including 
landscaping, related infrastructure and engineering works 

REASON FOR COMMITTEE DETERMINATION 

The application is required to be determined by Planning Committee under the 
Council’s approved scheme of delegation because the application is of a scale 
and nature that is not covered by the scheme of delegation. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The proposal is a full planning application submitted by the Welsh Education 
Partnership (WEPCo) and Cardiff and Vale College (CAVC) seeking planning 
permission for the proposed development of a new education building focussed on 
advanced technology within the Cardiff Airport and Gateway Development Zone. 
The proposed building, along with the facility recently granted planning permission 
at Barry Waterfront under application 2024/00306/FUL, would be intended to 
replace CAVC’s existing campus at Colcot Road. 

The submissions detail that the proposed facility would provide for circa 1896 pupils 
and 215 staff (85 full time equivalent) within a building of circa 13,000 square 
metres, that would be located adjacent to the corner of Port Road and Tredogan 
Road. 

The site comprises of circa 3.7 hectares of land on the corner of Port Road and 
Tredogan Road, to the north-east of Cardiff Airport. Land uses surrounding the 
site include the airport long stay carpark to the south, an aircraft supply shop to 
the west, and agricultural land to the north and on the opposite side of Port Road 
to the southeast. The site is outside of any settlement boundary defined by the 
Local Development Plan (LDP), although falls within the St Athan – Cardiff Airport 
Enterprise Zone and within an identified Strategic Employment Allocation (02) 
‘Land adjacent to Cardiff Airport and Port Road, Rhoose’ for B1, B2 and B8 uses. 
Port Road and Tredogan Road are noted as a Transport Allocation for a Bus Line 
from A4050 to Culverhouse Cross. 

Two representations received raising concern with regard to the development 
being isolated; increased traffic at the nearby Dragon Tails Roundabout and at 
peak school times and indiscriminate parking at neighbouring sites. 

The application is recommended for approval subject to conditions. 

SITE AND CONTEXT 

P.1 



The site comprises of circa 3.7 hectares of land on the corner of Port Road and 
Tredogan Road, to the north-east of Cardiff Airport. Land uses surrounding the 
site include the airport long stay carpark to the south, an aircraft supply shop to 
the west, and agricultural land to the north and on the opposite side of Port Road 
to the southeast. The site is outside of any settlement boundary defined by the 
Local Development Plan (LDP), although falls within the St Athan – Cardiff Airport 
Enterprise Zone and within an identified Strategic Employment Allocation (02) 
‘Land adjacent to Cardiff Airport and Port Road, Rhoose’ for B1, B2 and B8 uses. 
Port Road and Tredogan Road are noted as a Transport Allocation for a Bus Line 
from A4050 to Culverhouse Cross. A site location plan showing the site is shown 
below: 

The majority of the site comprises of an identified Habitat Site, although this is noted 
as being unfavourable and containing no priority habitat. The site is free of 
archaeological designation itself although records are noted within close vicinity of 
the site. 

The site falls within an Aviation Safeguarding Zone noting its position adjacent to 
the airport. The site also falls within DAM Flood Zone A indicating low risk of tidal 
or fluvial flooding, however, some areas in the west of the site are subject to low-
medium surface water flood risk. 

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT 

The proposal is a full planning application submitted by the Welsh Education 
Partnership (WEPCo) and Cardiff and Vale College (CAVC) for the proposed 
development of a new education building focussed on advanced technology within 
the Cardiff Airport and Gateway Development Zone. The proposed building, along 
with the facility recently granted planning permission at Barry Waterfront under 
application 2024/00306/FUL, would be intended to replace CAVC’s existing 
campus at Colcot Road. 
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The submissions detail that the proposed facility would provide for circa 1896 pupils 
and 215 staff (85 full time equivalent) within a building of circa 13,000 square 
metres, that would be located adjacent to the corner of Port Road and Tredogan 
Road. 

The building would have a three-storey atrium at its centre, with two accesses from 
Port Road and from the car park within the site. Two wings are proposed to the east 
of the building, which are indicated as including ‘motor and building services’ and 
‘construction’. The proposed building would be finished in a mix of cladding 
materials with a different finish from ground to first floor/second floors with 
perspective elevation details taken from the submitted design and access 
statement shown below: 

Front of the building from Tredogan Road 

Perspective view of building from north-west from the proposed car park 
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