THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL
CABINET MEMBER FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD AND BUILDING SERVICES AND HEAD OF NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES

PROPOSED TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER REPORT 

A4226 PORT ROAD WEST (PART), PORT ROAD (PART) AND PORTHKERRY ROAD (PART), BARRY AND RHOOSE – PROPOSED REVOCATION OF EXISTING 50MPH SPEED RESTRICTION AND PROPOSED INTRODUCTION OF A 30MPH AND 40MPH SPEED RESTRICTION TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS.
Purpose of Report

1. To seek approval of the Cabinet Member for Neighbourhood and Building Services and the Head of Neighbourhood Services, to give public notice of a proposal to revoke the existing 50mph speed restriction on the A4226, Port Road West (part), Port Road (part) and Porthkerry Road (part), Barry & Rhoose, and to introduce a proposed 30mph and 40mph speed restriction Traffic Regulation Orders.
Background
2. The section of Port Road (A4226) and Porthkerry Road used for this assessment, is approximately 4.35kms long and is subject to a speed restriction of 50mph. The route provides immediate access to Cardiff Airport, adjacent businesses and the International Centre for Aerospace Training (ICAT), the nearby village of Rhoose, together with smaller hamlets in the immediate vicinity.

3. Whilst Port Road is lit from its junction with the Dragon’s tongue roundabout, through to the roundabout serving the Airport cargo, there are no active travel facilities, even though surveys have shown that both pedestrians and cyclists are using the route.


4. Consequently, the Council has an aspirational active travel scheme, which includes a segregated active travel route, new/improved crossing facilities, bus stop upgrades and replacement shelters with electronic display information boards.

5. A new development is being proposed, for the construction of a new Cardiff and Vale College (CAVC) campus located to the east of Cardiff Airport and north of Port Road West. The site will provide learning for 1,896 students and will cater for 85 members of staff. It is recognised that not all of the students will be on site at the same time and courses will run varied throughout the day and week and shall include evening courses. 50% of the students are full time which will be 3 days a week and the remaining will either be one day a week or evenings. The site is not anticipated to be occupied until 2027, possibly 2028.

6. Whilst the majority of Porthkerry Road is unlit, it is furnished with active travel provision, in the form of an off-carriageway, shared-use facility, extending from the roundabout serving the cargo area for Cardiff Airport, to Rhoose, as well as through the village.
Relevant Issues and Options
7. A traffic survey was conducted on Port Road, in the vicinity of the Celtic International Hotel, between the 8th and 14th March 2024, yielded the following results:
· Two-way (7-day ave):

10,139vpd.
· 85th percentile speed:

44mph.
· Mean speed:


38mph.
8. A review of road traffic collision data for the most recent three-year period (30/06/2021 to 29/06/2024), has identified eight involving personal injury, three serious and five slight.

9. Whilst the eight collisions ostensibly occurred at irregular intervals along the route, two of the collisions occurred on Port Road, at its junction with Blackton Lane (both serious) and two occurred on the Airport bend (both slight). The overall contributary factors were varied, however, a number were cited as careless/reckless, loss of control and exceeding speed limit.

10. The traffic data would support a 40mph speed limit being introduced, augmented with a series of speed limit vehicle activated signs, warning & chevron signs, road studs and bilingual “’slow” road markings along the Airport bend, targeted at improving the conspicuity of impending hazards.
11. Details of the proposal are outlined in Appendix ‘A’ and shown on the attached drawings (T/25/36/MS), contained within Appendix ‘B’ to this report.
Resource Implications (Financial and Employment)
12. The cost of the speed restriction Traffic Regulation Order and implementation of the associated works, will be funded from the £177,497 Road Safety Grant allocation, awarded by the Welsh Government for the 2025/26 financial year.


13. The Council’s own administrative resources will be used to progress the legal matters should approval be given. The proposed works will be undertaken by the Council’s in-house construction unit.
Legal Implications (to Include Human Rights Implications)
14. The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 allows highway authorities to make and vary Orders to regulate the movement of vehicle traffic and to improve the amenities of an area.

15. The Council as Highway Authority has a responsibility to improve the safety of the highway user and may be found to be negligent if it does not meet its statutory obligations under the Highways Act 1980 and the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

16. The procedure to be adopted when making the Traffic Regulation Order is set out in the Local Authorities’ Traffic Order (Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996.

17. There are no human rights implications.

Crime and Disorder Implications
18. The proposal will improve highway safety, as well as the management of the highway network, which will reduce the potential for speeding and incidents of disorder.
Equal Opportunities Implications (to include Welsh Language issues)
19. The reduction in speed limit will create a safer environment for pedestrians as well as cyclists, which will further encourage active travel and healthier lifestyles.
20. All associated traffic signs, road markings and legal notices forming part of the scheme will all be in accordance with the Council's Welsh Language Policy and the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011.
Corporate/Service Objectives

21. To manage and maintain a safe highway infrastructure.
Consultation (including Ward Member Consultation)
22. The Ward Members for Illtyd and Rhoose have been informally consulted and are supportive of the proposal / no replies have been received (delete as appropriate).
23. Stakeholder consultations will take place in accordance with the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and The Local Authorities Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England and Wales) (Amendment) (Wales) Regulations 1996.
RECOMMENDATION(S)
(1)
That, subject to the views of the Chief Constable and other statutory consultees, approval is given to give public notice of the Vale of Glamorgan Council’s intention to make a Traffic Regulation Order, the effect of which will be as shown in Appendices ‘A’ and ‘B’.
(2)
That in the event of no objections being received, the Order be made.

Reason(s) for Recommendation(s)

(1)
To comply with the requirements of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

(2)
To allow the necessary works to be undertaken.
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Traffic Management Information File No. IF990 
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Accountant, Neighbourhood Services - (Claire James)
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APPENDIX A

Schedule 1
Revoke the following speed restriction Orders in their entirety:
TRO 937
The Vale of Glamorgan Council (A4226, Port Road (West) (Part) and Porthkerry Road (Part) Rhoose Amendment to Existing 50mph Speed Restriction) Order 2014.
TROs 852 and 868 (duplicate)
The Vale of Glamorgan Council (Port Road (West) A4226 Barry Extension to 40mph Speed Restriction and New 50mph Speed Restriction) Order 2008.
Schedule 2
No person shall cause or permit a vehicle to proceed at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour along the following lengths of road:

Waycock Cross, Barry.
The entire circulatory carriageway of the roundabout, known as Waycock Cross.
A4226, Waycock Road (Five Mile Lane), Barry.
From the centre of its junction with Waycock Cross, north-westwards for a distance of approximately 61 metres.

A4226, Port Road West, Barry.
From the centre of its junction with Waycock Cross, eastwards for a distance of approximately 74 metres.

A4226, Port Road West, Barry.
From the centre of its junction with Waycock Cross, westwards for a distance of approximately 400 metres.

B4266, Pontypridd Road, Barry.
From the centre of its junction with Waycock Cross, south-eastwards for a distance of approximately 57 metres.

Schedule 3
No person shall cause or permit a vehicle to proceed at a speed greater than 40 miles per hour along the following lengths of road:

(A4226), Port Road West, Barry and Port Road, Rhoose.

From a point approximately 400 metres west of the centre of its junction with Waycock Cross, westwards to the centre of its junction with Port Road (known as the dragon’s tongue roundabout), a distance of approximately 1,340 metres.

Port Road, Rhoose.
From the centre of its junction with the A4226, Port Road (known as the dragon’s tongue roundabout), in a generally southerly and westerly direction to a point 86 metres east of its roundabout junction with Pentir y De, a distance of approximately 2,716 metres.
APPENDIX B
Speed Restriction (T/25/36/MS)
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