




















































































































































































































































































































Landscapes Working for the Vale of Glamorgan Section 6.0 Landscape Character Area Strategies — Volume 1

Landscape Character Area No. 27
Southern Ely Valley Slopes

Description:

Steep slopes upto 90m in places, covered in broadleaf woodland running down to
the tidal [currently] Ely River including tributary of Cwm Cydfin, Pasture lies on
upper siopes. Mudstone and Marl cliffs in parts and disused brick pits are found in
parts. The area is urban fringe with some industrial activity, housing and roads and
suffers from vandalism. Trees on steep slopes are unstable in parts and have
fallen. Little management except Leckwith Woods by Vale of Glamorgan Council
and above Penarth Marina. High nature conservation value at Cwm Cydfin SSSI.

Justification:
East facing slopes face Cardiff and are visually part of Cardiff area. Steep slopes
have specific management and urban fringe problems.

Strategy:

Visual: Protect and manage woodlands to maintain cover particularly on the skyline
and to screen development. Remove dereliction and plant area by River Ely to
screen industrial premises. Restrict further development of area to reinforce role as
buffer to Cardiff. Manage riparian corridor to maximise nature conservation interest.
Consider countryside ranger to aid management and access. Apply urban edge
guidelines.

Geolagy, Landforms and Drainage: Allow regeneration of brick pits managing
vegetation on steep slopes for safety. Maintain natural watercourses, enhance
where necessary and protect water quality.

Vegetation and Habilats: Protect and maintain Cwm Cydfin SSSI river system and
woodland. Consider desighation [SNCI] of adjacent areas. Enhance woodland
management and continue non-intensive agricultural management of grasslands.
Suitable land management using Tir Gofal/\Woodland grants.

Historical: Part of the ‘Bro’ which is an important historic landscape with need for
archaeological landscape characterisation study and historic settlement study.
Historic interest needs to be weighed against development and subsequent
consideration of historic landscape status needed and management review.
Cuftural: Carry out cultural associations study. Subtle interpretation of local features
desirable.

Aspect Landscape Puolicy Areas References and Values
Cross References in Technical Annex Volume 4 :
[Nos relate to area evalualions within each aspect section]

Evaluated Aspects Value
Outstanding  High  Modesst Other

Visual 1

Geolagy 1

Vegetafion 6 21,22

Historical 7

Cultural

Contextual Information

ig;it’l';?: Use. . Cross References:
Volume 1: Area Strategy 4.2

Woodland 1 Design Guidelines Volume 2:

Settlement and Development 15 DG1,6,7,10,11,12,14,15,16,
17,19,22,23,
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Landscapes Working for the VVale of Glamorgan Section 6.0 Landscape Character Area Strategies — Volume 1

Landscape Character Area No. 28
Cosmeston Country Park and Glamorganshire Golf Club

Description:

An area for recreation on the fringe of Penarth. The country park is reclaimed
limestone quarry workings filled with spring water. It includes reed swamps and
marshy grassland, tree and scrub plantation and grasslands. The park facilities on
the southern edge consist of car park and buildings and a Medieval Village
reconstruction based on a deserted village. It has outstanding nature conservation
interest- Cosmeston Park SSSI. As the park is easily accessible from Cardiff and
intensively used there is some conflict. The park will be extended to the north and
west in association with large scale housing development in West Penarth.

The golf course is located on higher ground [the Downs] between the Park and
Penarth. it has tree/scrub belts, one of which is visually prominent with pines which
forms a distinctive skyline. It is generally intensively maintained grassland with
limited ecological interest.

Justification:
Recreation use defines the area’s separation from other surrounding landscape
character areas although it consists of twe discrete management units. Key Aspect

Strategy:

Visual: Park: Develop management plan including visitor management to ensure a
mature landscape develops meeting user needs. Protect and manage
treesfwoodland to ensure long term cover. Golf course: Protect skyline trees in
particular and ensure additional planting for succession. Apply urban edge
guidelines to maintain semi-rural character.

Geology, Landforms and Drainage: Minimise pollution of water courses.
Vegetation and Habitats: Park: Develop management plan including visitor
management to ensure valuable wetland and associated habitats are protected
and extended. Golf Course: Maintain features of value such as wocdland,
hedgerows, ditches, unimproved grassland.

Historical: Important area with deserted medieval settlement and castle, dovecot
and associated landscape reqguires scheduling and proactive conservation policies.
Need for archaeological landscape characterisation study overall .

Cultural: Significant educational and recreational resource in need of continued and
improved resources. Carry out cultural associations study. Further subtie
interpretation of features desirable.

Aspect Landscape Policy Areas References and Values
Cross References in Technical Annex Volume 4 :
[Nas relate to area evaluations within each aspect section]

Evalualed Aspects Value

Oufstanding  High  Modest Other
Visual 4
Geol 093{ 1 Cross References:
Vegetation 7 20 25 Volume 1: Area Strategies
Historical 13 4243
Cultural 4 1 Design Guidelines Valume 2:

DG1,92,16,17,19,22,23,
Action Programme Volume 3

Information Site Nos. 38
Contextual | f See Technical Annex Volume

4 Section for Cosmeston

ARgnrz{; ’I-tz?:’ Use: 5 Country Park Management
Framework
Woodland 3

Setffement and Development 3,4
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Landscape Character Area No. 29
Wenvoe Environs

Deascription:

Countryside between the built up areas of Barry, Culverhouse Cross, Dinas Powys
and Wenvoe. Slopes from the eastern Cwrt yr Ala area to Wenvoe in the West and
to Cog Moors and Barry to the secuth. Productive arable and pastoral farmland
interspersed with a busy road, scattered settlement, quarries and dismantled
railway. There is pressure for development and there is a road proposal. There are
urban fringe problems in countryside management and erosion of rural character.
There is high value in the Historical aspect.

Justification:
A coherent semi-rural corridor enclosed to the east and west.

Strategy:

Visual: Protect and manage woodlands and hedgerow cover including riparian
vegetation to maintain landscape structure and to absorb existing development and
act as rural buffer between Cardiff and Barry. Particularly protect slopes from
development and manage woodland cover. Apply rural settlement guidelines and
rural road design guidelines generally to maintain rural character. Consider
countryside ranger to aid management and access. Apply urban edge guidelines to
areas around Barry and Culverhouse Cross.

Geology, Landforms and Drainage: Maintain natural watercourses, enhance where
necessary and protect water quality. Consider existing limestone quarries for RIGS
designation.

Vegetation and Habitats: Maintain features of value such as woodlands,
hedgerows, streams, roadside verges. Suitable land management using Tir
Gofal/\Woodland grants.

Historical: Important historic landscape with need for archaeological landscape
charactensation study and historic settlement study. Historic interest needs to be
weighed against development and subsequent consideration of historic landscape
status needed and management review.

Culfural: Carry out cultural associations study. Subtle interpretation of local features
desirable.

Aspect Landscape Policy Areas References and Values
Cross References in Technical Annex Volume 4 :
[Nos relate to area evaluations within each aspect section]

Evaluated Aspects Value
Outstanding  High  Modest Other

Visual 9
Geology 2438
Vegetation 24,28
Historical 7,13
Cultural 1
Contextual Information

) Cross References:
Rural Land Use: Volume 1: Area Strategy 4.2
Agriculture 12 Design Guidelines Volume 2:
Woodland 234 DG1,6,7,9,13,14,15,16,17,
Sefflement and Development 1,23 19,22,23,

Action Programme Volume 3:
Site Nos. 7,8,19,20
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Landscape Character Area No. 30
Cog Moors

Description:

A low lying floodplain of ancient lowland pasture and marsh crossed by drainage
channels. Hedgerows are an important element but are discontinuous in places.
There is no settlement and away from roads the area is tranquil. Detractors include
the adjacent industrial fringe of Barry, power lines, the raised existing road and poor
fencing/detailing. There is pressure for development and there is a road proposal
which just impinges on the area [Dinas Powys bypass]. Overall there are urban
fringe problems in countryside management and an erosion of rural character.

Justification:
A distinct topographic and landcover area.

Overall Strategy:

Visual: Maintain as an effective buffer between Dinas Powys and Barry. Maintain
and enhance hedgerow cover, retain watercourse pattem, apply improved rural
detailing to enclosure/gates. Consider countryside ranger to aid management and
access. Apply urban edge guidelines to maintain semi-rural character.

Geology, Landforms and Drainage: Maintain watercourses, enhance for nature
conservation where possible and protect water quality.

Vegetation and Habitats: Retain high quality habitats such as ponds. Continue non-
intensive pasture use. Extend species rich grassland and marsh. Suitable land
management using Tir Gofal.

Historical: Area with significant archaeological potential requiring proactive
conservation policies. Need for archaeclogical landscape characterisation study.
Cultural: Carry out cultural associations study. Sublle interpretation of local features
desirable.

Aspect Landscape Policy Areas References and Values
Cross References are in Technical Annex Volume 4 ;
[Nos relate to area evaluations within each aspect section]

Evaluated Aspscts Value
Outstanding  High  Modest Other

Visual 8
Geology 9
Vegetation 19
Historical 13
Cultural 1

Contextual information

Rural Land Use:

Agriculture 1,2
Woodland 3
Settlement and Development 3

Cross References:

Design Guidelines Volume 2:
DG1,6,8,12,16,17,19,22,23
Action Programme Volume 3:
Site Nos. 11,12,19 [all
adjacent]
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Landscape Character Area No. 31
Sully Ridge

Description:

Limestone ridge of well managed arable and pastoral farmland and low maintained
hedges centred on well preserved hamlet of Cog. Definite settlement boundary of
Sully to west.

Justification:
A distinct ridge landform with contrasting land management to surrounding areas.

Strategy:

Visual: Maintain the current pattern of farm use reinforcing tree cover where
possible. Maintain current settlement boundaries. Apply rural settlement guidelines
and rural road design guidelines to enhance rural character. Consider countryside
ranger to aid management and access.

Geology, Landforms and Drainage: Minimise agn-chemicals run off.

Vegetation and Habitats: Maintain features of value such as hedgerows, ditches,
roadside verges, dismantled railway.

Historical: Area with medieval settlement at Sully requiring proactive conservation
policies. Need for archaeological landscape characterisation study.

Cuftural: Carry out cultural associations study. Subtle interpretation of local features
desirable. :

Aspect Landscape Policy Areas References and Values
Cross References in Technical Annex Volume 4 ;
[Nos relate to area evaluations within each aspect section]

Evaluated Aspects Value

Quistanding  High  Modest Other
Visual 6
Geology 21
Vegetafion 25,28
Historical 13
Culfural 1
Contextual Information
Rural Land Use:
Agriculture 1,2
Woodland 3

Settlement and Development 3

Cross References:

Volume 1: Area Strategy 4.2
Design Guidelines Volume 2:
DG1,6,10,12,13,14,15,16,
17,19,22,23,
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Landscape Character Area No. 32
Lavernock Hinterland

Description:

Gently rolling mixed farmiand coastal hinterland with intermittent views of the sea.
Hedgerows overgrown in parts with small scale fields to west and larger fields to
east. Urban fringe problems in countryside management and erosion of rural
character including on roads.

Justification:
Area within influence of the sea and with urban fringe problems.

Strategy:

Visual: Protect and enhance tree cover particularly in prominent areas and manage
hedgerows to enhance landscape structure. Protect from development as coastal
hinterland. Improve detailing as per rural road design guidelines to improve
character. Consider countryside ranger to aid management and access. Apply
urban edge guidelines to maintain semi-rural character.

Geology, Landforms and Drainage: Minimise agri-chemicals run off.

Vegetation and Habitats: Maintain features of value such as hedgerows, ditches,
roadside verges, dismantled railway.

Historical: Area with medieval settlement at Lavernock requiring proactive
conservation policies. Need for archaeclogical landscape characterisation study.
Cultural- Carry out cultural associations study. Subtle interpretation of local features
desirable.

Aspect Landscape Policy Areas References and Values
Cross References in Technical Annex Volume 4 :
[Naos relate fo area evaluations within each aspect section]

Evaluated Aspects Value
Oulstanding  High  Modest Other
Visual 5
Geology 1.2
Vegetation 25,28 -
Historical 13
Cultural 1
Coniextual information
Rural Land Use:
Agriculfure 1,2
Woodland 3
Seftlement and Development 3

Cross References:

Volume 1; Area Strategies
4243

Design Guidefines Volume 2:
DG1,2,4,6,7,12,13,14,15,16,
17,21,22,24
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Landscape Character Area No. 33
Penarth and Dinas Powys Urban Fringe

Description:

Narrow strip of predominantly pastoral farmland between Penarth and Dinas
Powys. There are urban fringe problems with hope value, overgrown hedgerows,
horse grazing and associated stables and poor enclosure detailing such as fences
and gates. There is pressure for development and there is the Dinas Powys bypass
proposal.

Justification:
Area with common urban fringe land use, dominated by surrounding settlements
and under particular pressure.

Strategy:

Visual: Protect and manage woodlands and hedgerow cover including ripanan
vegetation to maintain landscape structure and to absorb existing development and
act as buffer between settlements. Particularly protect slopes/hill sides from
development and manage woodland cover. Consider countryside ranger to aid
management and access. Apply urban edge guidelines to maintain semi-rural
character.

Geology, Landforms and Drainage: Minimise agri-chemicals run off.

Vegetation and Habitats: Maintain features of value such as Pop Hill lot meadows,
hedgerows, ditches, roadside verges, dismantled railway.

Historical: Area with Romano-British interest at Pop Hill requiring proactive
conservation policies. Need for archaeological landscape characterisation study.
Cultural: Carry out cultural associations study. Interpretation of local historical
features desirable.

Aspect Landscape Policy Areas References and Values
Cross References in Technical Annex Volume 4 ;
[Nos relate to area evaluations within each aspect section]

Evaluated Aspects Value

Qutstanding  High  Modest Other
Visual 3
Geology 1
Vegetation 25,28
Historical 13
Cuftural 1
Contextual Infarmation
Rural Land Use:
Agricufture 1,2
Woodland 23

Setftfement and Development 3

Cross References:

Volume 1: Area Strategy 4.2
Design Guidelines Volume 2:
DGA1,6,7,12,14,15, 16,17,
19,2223,

Action Programme Volume 3:
Site Nos. 9,10,19
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