Budget Forum – 25th March 2026
Grants updates for 2025/26 Financial year
General
Due to the grant changes from 2024/25, there is no longer a link on the Central South Consortium website, schools continue to be notified quarterly by finance of the project money received.
School Standards - £8,669,026 (Inc matchfunding,schools and Regional PL body)
Schools allocations have been set by WG using a national formula, these have already been allocated to schools for the new year budgets. 
	Funding stream within School Standards
	Allocation
	Where

	Schools
	£7,464,573
	Schools

	Early Education
	£394,973
	Schools

	Standards in Education
	£224,053
	Regional PL body

	Schools Causing concern
	£269,613
	Central

	LA Match funding
	£315,814
	Central



Equity - £6,010,823 (this includes schools and centrally retained funding)
PDG is based on PLASC 24, which also includes an element called PDG Smoothing this is to help reduce the impact for schools where there has been a decrease in PDG allocations between the current and previous year.  All schools have received a lump sum of £2,186 of funding, with the balance of the grant being given to the schools where their PDG allocations is less than 24/25.  
	Funding stream within Equity
	Allocation
	Where

	Elective Home Education
	£67,696
	Central

	Family Engagement Officers
	£415,798
	Schools/Central

	Community Focused Schools Manager
	£31,500
	Schools/Central

	Community Focused Schools PL
	£49,526
	Schools

	Education Welfare Officers
	£109,053
	Central

	Enrichment Opportunities
	£91,427
	Central for Schools

	MEGRT
	£351,609
	Central

	PDG 
	£4,000,850
	Schools

	PDG Smoothing
	£594,691
	Schools

	PDG CLA
	£271,400
	Schools/Central

	PDG Advisors
	£27,273
	Central






Reform - £3,402,679 (includes schools, centrally retained and regional PL body)
Allocations for schools have been provided by WG and these have been given to schools, with exception of Curriculum schools, this is for the LA to determine the allocations.  Allocations are based on PLASC 24.
	Funding stream within Reform
	Allocation
	Where

	ALN Implementation Schools
	£478,808
	Schools

	ALN Implementation LA’s
	£112,000
	Central

	ALN Provision
	£1,099,174
	Schools/Central

	Wellbeing Counselling
	£166,895
	Central

	Wellbeing PRU/EOTAS
	£6,746
	EOTAS

	Wellbeing interventions
	£52,956
	Central

	Curriculum schools
	£261,698
	Schools

	Reform Programmes - Curriculum support 
	£261,012
	Regional PL body

	Curriculum reform programme – LA Literacy & Numeracy Capacity
	£109,041
	Central

	Professional Learning schools
	£737,334
	Schools

	Prof. learning and leadership - school led prof learning
	£65,424
	Regional PL body

	Prof. learning and leadership – TA pathways
	£38,636
	Regional PL body

	Prof. learning and leadership - future leadership
	£12,955
	Regional PL body



Cymraeg 2050 - £457,357 (includes schools, centrally retained and LA match funding) 
	Funding stream within Cymraeg 2050
	Allocation
	Where

	Cymraeg 2050 Welsh in Education
	£167,530
	Central

	Cymraeg 2050 Welsh Professional Learning
	£61,063
	Regional PL body

	Cymraeg 2050 Siarter Iaith
	£19,928
	Central

	Cymraeg 2050 Late Immersion
	£111,844
	Central

	LA Match funding 
	£96,992
	Central/CSC



Other grants
Post 16 Grant - £8,772,643
The post 16 grant will be delegated within the schools funding formula, with 3% retained centrally for administration.
Post 16 transition grant - £42,000
Five months of funding from April 2025 – August 2025 to assist pupils in the transition to their next phase of education.  
Post 16 Learner Progression funding - £200,394 
[bookmark: _Hlk214435043]This has now allocated and given to schools.
Post 16 Teachers Pay Award funding - £46,936
Additional funding given for the 1% difference between the funding settlement for pay of 3% and the actual pay award agreed at 4%.  This has now allocated and given to schools based on the actual increase of teachers staffing costs from budget updates by SFS in August.  As we are unable to identify individual Post 16 staffing, the Pre and Post 16 pay award grants have been added together for the purposes of creating a fair distribution of funding to cover 91.01% of the actual costs incurred in each school.
Post 16 National Insurance Contributions Award funding - £106,603
Additional funding given for the increase to NIC not given in funding settlement.  This has now allocated and given to schools based on the programme values used within the funding formula.
Interim PL Welsh Professional Learning - £10,904
[bookmark: _Hlk198725479]This funding is for 5/12ths of the year which is allocated to CSC for April to August, from September the new Regional PL Body will be in place.
Interim PL – Professional Learning for Developing practice and reflection - £17,045
This funding is for 5/12ths of the year which is allocated to CSC for April to August, from September the new Regional PL Body will be in place.
Interim PL – A Level and Welsh BACC PL - £19,039
This funding is for 5/12ths of the year which is allocated to CSC for April to August, from September the new Regional PL Body will be in place.
Interim PL – Induction/Early Career support package - £4,734
This funding is for 5/12ths of the year which is allocated to CSC for April to August, from September the new Regional PL Body will be in place.
Teachers Pay Award funding - £467,882
Additional funding given for the 1% difference between the funding settlement for pay of 3% and the actual pay award agreed at 4%.  This has now allocated and given to schools based on the actual increase of teachers staffing costs from budget updates by SFS in August.  As we are unable to identify individual Pre 16 staffing within Secondary/middle schools, the Pre and Post 16 pay award grants have been added together for the purposes of creating a fair distribution of funding to cover 91.01% of the actual costs incurred in each school.
Ministerial Headteacher Advisory Group - £12,000
Allocations received from Welsh Government for specific schools involved in the advisory group, the allocations have been given to schools.
Welsh Medium Capacity Building - £20,500
Allocations received from Welsh Government for specific schools involved.
Transition Funding for SIPP - £130,000
Funding given to support schools with the transition to School Improvement Partnership Programme (SIPP), allocations given to schools.
Practitioner Engagement - £55,214
Allocations received from Welsh Government for specific schools involved, plus an element of the funding has been passed the to Regional body for professional learning.
NRPF (non recourse to public funds) - £2,014
Funding given to secondary schools via claim forms to help overcome barriers in providing free meals in secondary aged pupils who do not receive support under Part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999 who are unable to access FSM - funding based on PLASC 25.
Lunch & Learn Supply costs for schools - £1,200
Allocations received from Welsh Government for specific schools involved.
Learner Entitlement Indicators Framework workshops - £1,200
Waiting allocations from Welsh Government for specific schools involved.
Personalised Assessments dashboard focus group, User group, Professional standards review & content review panel - £2,200
Allocations received from Welsh Government for specific schools involved.
ALNCO funding - £114,293
Funding to support schools with ALNCO moves to leadership, allocations given to schools.
UPFSM to schools - £139,730
Funding to support Mid-day supervisors, allocations given to schools.


Free exam appeals for Disadvantaged learners - £5,235
Funding to support disadvantaged learners to make exam appeals, allocations from claim forms submitted by secondary schools.
Food and Fun - £101,049
School holiday clubs to support school to provide fun activities and food to pupils, allocations for participating schools coordinated by BFCC.
Afghan Resettlements funding - £183,889 (to date)
There is funding available from the Home Office as part of the Afghan Resettlement programme, the Education tariff available must fund the central transport costs already incurred with the balance going to schools.  The first claim funding has not yet been agreed by the Central Resettlement team, but once confirmed, the schools with new Afghan Pupils will be told their allocations.  Further funding will follow after submission of claims to the Home Office, this includes Exceptional funding claims for specific pupils in some schools.
Centrally allocated revenue grant funding for learners
In addition to the grants delegated to schools, the Local Authority has received notification of the following grants which will be centrally managed. Some of these grants below may be delegated to schools for allocation within the individual grant terms and conditions where applicable.
	Grant name
	Awarded

	Universal free school meals (demand Led)
	£4,702,438

	Schools Essentials (demand Led)
	£464,700

	Period dignity
	£120,899

	Post 16 Specialist Placements (demand Led)
	£50,000



Other funding from external providers
Finance have been contacted by some external providers, who are allocating various schools funding for supply costs for staff release to attend courses.  These external providers have requested one point of contact with VOG to passport the funds via to ensure that schools receive the funds correctly.  The details below re solely in relation to these providers, this is not the full picture of any other funds schools have secured directly to budget themselves.
	Provider/Funding name
	Awarded

	Learning Partnership – Primed for Success
	£24,840

	National Centre for Learning Welsh
	£8,400

	CALON project – Bangor University
	2,500



Grants updates for 2026/27 Financial year
We are awaiting the Welsh Government grants allocations for 26/27, these are likely to start to arrive from late January 2026 and schools will be updated once these are available to allow SFS Officers to accurately build the new year budgets.
We have been advised that WG have made available to LA’s the following:
· £14.5m has been allocated via Medr to support Further Education colleges and sixth forms
· £15.5m to support the 25/26 public sector pay awards and NIC costs
· £418.6m via the LAEG for School Standards, Equity, Reform and Cymraeg 2050, which is an increase of 4%
· £8.9m further funding via LAEG to support raising of school standards to support Foundation learning
· £2.5m additional funding via LAEG to support attendance 
· £5m extra funding for ALN to support schools, settings and LA’s
How this will look for the LA with regards to allocations will be seen in the coming months once WG release our allocations.

