Budget Forum – 25th March 2026
Grants updates for 2026/27 Financial year
General
Due to the grant changes from 2024/25, there is no longer a link on the Central South Consortium website, schools continue to be notified quarterly by finance of the project money received.
School Standards - £8,834,102 (Inc matchfunding,schools and Regional PL body)
Schools allocations have been set by WG using a national formula, these have already been allocated to schools for the new year budgets. 
	Funding stream within School Standards
	Allocation
	Where

	Schools
	£7,893,729
	Schools

	Early Education
	£396,658
	Schools

	Standards in Education
	£227,904
	Regional PL body

	LA Match funding
	£315,814
	Central



Equity - £6,080,920 (this includes schools and centrally retained funding)
PDG is based on a new methodology called Ever2, if a pupil has been eFSM in the previous 2 years, funding will be applicable.  For 26/27 PLASC 25 & PLASC 24 have been used to create allocations.  There is also an element of PDG Smoothing again, this is to help reduce the impact for schools where there has been a decrease in PDG allocations between the current and previous year, the grant being given to the schools where their PDG allocations is less than 25/26.  Due to the introduction of Ever2, the smoothing pot is lower than previous years, meaning that only 44.49% of the decrease can be funded.  Where allocations are known, these have already been allocated to schools for the new year budgets.
	Funding stream within Equity
	Allocation
	Where

	Elective Home Education
	£67,696
	Central

	Family Engagement Officers
	£461,330
	Schools/Central

	Community Focused Schools Manager
	£31,500
	Schools/Central

	Community Focused Schools PL
	£74,548
	Central

	Education Welfare Officers
	£109,057
	Central

	Enrichment Opportunities
	£137,420
	Central for Schools

	MEGRT
	£354,862
	Central

	PDG 
	£4,320,550
	Schools

	PDG Smoothing
	£207,458
	Schools

	PDG CLA
	£261,050
	Schools/Central

	PDG Advisors
	£55,000
	Central




Reform - £3,150,039 (includes schools, centrally retained and regional PL body)
Allocations for schools have been provided by WG, with exception of Curriculum schools, this is for the LA to determine the allocations.  Allocations are based on PLASC 25, these have already been allocated to schools for the new year budgets.
	Funding stream within Reform
	Allocation
	Where

	ALN Quality & Delivery Schools
	£489,840
	Schools

	ALN Quality & Delivery LA’s
	£112,000
	Central

	ALN Provision
	£1,050,806
	Schools/Central

	Wellbeing Counselling
	£TBC
	Central

	Wellbeing PRU/EOTAS
	£TBC
	EOTAS

	Wellbeing interventions
	£TBC
	Central

	Curriculum schools
	£262,689
	Schools

	Reform Programmes - Curriculum support 
	£261,677
	Regional PL body

	Curriculum reform programme – LA Literacy & Numeracy Capacity
	£109,454
	Central

	Professional Learning schools
	£759,266
	Schools

	Prof. learning and leadership - school led prof learning
	£65,672
	Regional PL body

	Prof. learning and leadership – TA pathways
	£38,636
	Regional PL body



Cymraeg 2050 - £457,747 (includes schools, centrally retained and LA match funding) 
	Funding stream within Cymraeg 2050
	Allocation
	Where

	Cymraeg 2050 Welsh in Education
	£167,530
	Central

	Cymraeg 2050 Welsh Professional Learning
	£61,294
	Regional PL body

	Cymraeg 2050 Siarter Iaith
	£20,087
	Central

	Cymraeg 2050 Late Immersion
	£111,844
	Central

	LA Match funding 
	£96,992
	Central/CSC



Other grants
Post 16 Grant - £8,835,111
The post 16 grant will be delegated within the schools funding formula, with 3% retained centrally for administration.
Post 16 transition grant - £42,000
Five months of funding from April 2026 – August 2026 to assist pupils in the transition to their next phase of education.  

Post 16 Learner Progression funding - £tbc 
[bookmark: _Hlk214435043]Awaiting allocations from Medr.
NRPF (non recourse to public funds) - £tbc
Funding for secondary schools via claim forms to help overcome barriers in providing free meals in secondary aged pupils who do not receive support under Part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999 who are unable to access FSM - funding based on PLASC 25.
Food and Fun - £tbc
School holiday clubs to support school to provide fun activities and food to pupils, allocations for participating schools coordinated by BFCC.
Afghan Resettlements funding - £tbc
There is funding available from the Home Office as part of the Afghan Resettlement programme, the Education tariff available must fund the central transport costs already incurred with the balance going to schools.  The first claim funding has not yet been agreed by the Central Resettlement team, but once confirmed, the schools with new Afghan Pupils will be told their allocations.  Further funding will follow after submission of claims to the Home Office, this includes Exceptional funding claims for specific pupils in some schools.
Centrally allocated revenue grant funding for learners
In addition to the grants delegated to schools, the Local Authority has received notification of the following grants which will be centrally managed. Some of these grants below may be delegated to schools for allocation within the individual grant terms and conditions where applicable.
	Grant name
	Awarded

	Universal free school meals (demand Led)
	£tbc

	Schools Essentials (demand Led)
	£tbc

	Period dignity
	£tbc

	Post 16 Specialist Placements (demand Led)
	£tbc



Other funding from external providers - tbc
Finance have been contacted by some external providers during 25/26, who are allocating various schools funding for supply costs for staff release to attend courses.  These external providers have requested one point of contact with VOG to passport the funds via to ensure that schools receive the funds correctly.  The details below re solely in relation to these providers, this is not the full picture of any other funds schools have secured directly to budget themselves.
	Provider/Funding name
	Awarded

	
	

	
	

	
	



Centrally retained Capital grant funding - schools
In addition to the grants delegated to schools, the Local Authority has received notification of the following capital grants which will be centrally managed in relation to school Estates.
	Grant name
	Awarded

	Capital repairs and maintenance 
	£1.075m




