

Frequently asked questions
[bookmark: _Hlk213052423]Can you withdraw the FPN? There is no statutory right of appeal against issuing of a penalty notice. A penalty notice may only be withdrawn where: 
• it ought not to have been issued, i.e. where it has been issued outside the terms of the local code of conduct or where no offence has been committed 
• it has been issued to the wrong person 
• it contains material errors
If you have a query about the absence recorded, please contact your child’s school. 
Can I pay by instalments? No
Who gives you the authority to issue these FPN’S? - The Education (Penalty Notices) (Wales) Regulations 2013 sets out the framework for the operation of penalty notice schemes.  The full guidance can be found here: Penalty notices for regular non-attendance at school: guidance | GOV.WALES
Where does the money go?  Page 18 of The Education (Penalty Notices) (Wales) Regulations 2013  state that the LA can retain revenue from their penalty notice scheme to cover the costs of issuing or enforcing notices, or the cost of prosecuting recipients who do not pay
Will both parents be fined? Both parents with parental responsibility (PR) will be issued a fine even if they live separately. If you are being fined for unauthorised holiday the school may choose to only FPN the parent taking the child on holiday in term time 
If I don’t pay, will I go to court? Non-payment of a penalty notice will trigger prosecution procedures brought under section 444 of the Education Act 1996.
How much are the fines issued by the courts? The prosecution fine can vary. Defendants will also receive a criminal record
Can I go to prison? If you are prosecuted for a second time there is a risk of custodial sentence, community service or higher fine 

