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Dear Stakeholder/Respondent,
PROPOSAL TO CREATE A NEW 420 PLACE PRIMARY SCHOOL BY AMALGAMATING DINAS POWYS INFANT AND MURCH JUNIOR SCHOOLS 
On 1 December 2014, the Vale of Glamorgan Council’s Cabinet determined the proposal to create a new 420 place primary school by amalgamating Dinas Powys Infant and Murch Junior schools. 
The Council held a full consultation with prescribed consultees that concluded with the issue of a statutory notice on the amalgamation proposal. The Council received no statutory objections in response to the statutory notice on the proposal. Cabinet in making its decision considered all previous Cabinet reports relating to the proposal together with responses to the consultation set out in the Consultation Report. Taking all matters into account, Cabinet has approved the proposal. As a result Dinas Powys Infant and Murch Junior Schools will amalgamate from 5 January 2015 on their existing sites.
In determining the proposal, Cabinet were satisfied that the proposal will:
Maintain the quality and standards of education in the area;
Continue to provide a mix of English Medium, Welsh Medium and Faith provision within Dinas Powys and surrounding area;
Will lead to greater efficiency in the resourcing of education within the immediate area and across the school estate;
The reasons for the decision in respect to the factors outlined in the School Organisation Code are as follows;

Quality and Standards of Education

The proposal will enable the high standards of education present in the existing, separate schools to be combined and to contribute to high quality provision within one school operating across two sites. This would allow a shared vision and leadership enabling a consistent and coherent curriculum across the primary phase. The proposal will maximise the benefits arising from such continuous provision and will offer greater potential for improving the levels of achievement for all pupils. 

Need for places and the impact on the accessibility of schools
Dinas Powys and the surrounding area will retain English, Welsh and Faith provision. The number of school places available for children in the area will not alter as a result of the proposal. The new school will continue to meet the demand of parents for places within the schools.
There will be no impact as a result of the proposal on pupils’ journeys and available walking routes to schools as the amalgamated school will operate over the two existing sites. Nothing in the proposal will change school transport arrangements, eligibility or accessibility.

Estyn state “the proposal does not involve pupils moving site therefore appears to have no impact on learner travel arrangements or accessibility of provision.”

Resourcing of education

Amalgamation of the two schools will achieve revenue savings in the region of £100,000 per annum, this is due to efficiencies (dependant upon the final staffing structure determined by the governing body) resulting from economies of scale. Net savings will be reinvested in education ensuring that available resources are maximised to secure improved outcomes for all children and young people in the Vale of Glamorgan.

The pupil costs will remain the same for the proposed amalgamated school as they would be for the separate infant and junior school.
The decision is subject to the call in procedures as set out in the Council’s constitution which allows decisions taken by Cabinet to be reviewed. Should a call in of the decision take place, all stakeholders will be informed.
Yours sincerely 

M Matthews

Mike Matthews
Strategy, Community Learning and Resources
Directorate of Learning and Skills
The Vale of Glamorgan Council
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