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Dear Stakeholder/Respondent,
PROPOSAL TO CREATE A NEW 420 PLACE PRIMARY SCHOOL AS PART OF THE LLANTWIT LEARNING COMMUNITY BY AMALGAMATING EAGLESWELL AND LLANILLTUD FAWR PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

On 30th June 2014, the Vale of Glamorgan Council’s Cabinet determined the proposal to create a new 420 place primary school as part of the Llantwit Learning Community by amalgamating Eagleswell and Llanilltud Fawr primary schools. 
The Cabinet considered the proposal, the statutory objections submitted, and the local authority response in accordance with requirements of the School Organisation Code 2013. The Cabinet decided to approve the proposal and as a result Eagleswell and Llanilltud Fawr primary schools will amalgamate from 1st September 2015 on their existing sites. A new 420 place school building would be provided for the amalgamated school.
In determining the proposal, Cabinet were satisfied that the proposal will:
· Maintain the quality and standards of education in the area;
· Continue to provide a mix of English Medium, Welsh Medium and Faith provision within the Llantwit Major and surrounding area;
· Will lead to greater efficiency in the resourcing of education within the immediate Llantwit Major area and across the school estate;
It was noted that there were 11 statutory objections from parents, governors, community members and pupils. The main concerns of objectors are summarised in the objection report together with the response from the local authority. It was considered that the responses made by the local authority answer the issues and that the advantages of the proposal outweigh the disadvantages highlighted in objections. The objection report is available to view on the council website at www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/llantwitlearningcommunity or a hard copy is available on request to the address above or e-mail llantwitlearningcomm@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk .
The reasons for the decision in respect to the factors outlined in the School Organisation Code are as follows;

Quality and Standards of Education
The proposal will provide better quality education facilities to improve the standards of education provision in the area. The proposal will enable the schools and community to access a wide range of new facilities. Pupils will be educated in high quality modern buildings. The improved learning environment will support the successful implementation of strategies for school improvement and better educational outcomes.
The Council will take all practicable steps to minimise disruption for all pupils by working closely with the Headteacher and Governing body. 

Need for places and the impact on the accessibility of schools
Llantwit Major and surrounding area will retain English, Welsh and Faith provision. The number of school places available for children in the area will not alter as a result of the proposal. 
The Council has demonstrated that some pupils will travel further to their school but this is not considered unreasonable to access new facilities. The furthest distance a child would have to walk to the new school from within Llantwit Major would be 1.2 miles. In line with statutory requirements the Council’s free school transport policy provides for primary school children who live 2 miles or over from their catchment area school. It is considered reasonable for a child of primary school age to walk up to 2 miles. 
Estyn state “the proposal is unlikely to impact on travel arrangements. Any pupil living more than two miles from their designated or catchment school will be eligible for free transport.”

Resourcing of education

Amalgamating the two schools would achieve revenue savings in the region of £210,000 per annum due to efficiencies resulting from economies of scale. Net savings will be reinvested in education ensuring that available resources are maximised to secure improved outcomes for all children and young people in the Vale of Glamorgan.

The budget for every school in the Vale of Glamorgan is derived from the same funding formula and the final budget will be dependant on the pupil numbers attending the school.

Specific factors in the consideration of school closures

Objectors stated that this proposal will have a detrimental effect on the community.
The Llantwit Learning Community will provide extensive facilities and wide ranging opportunities for the people of Llantwit Major. Both schools currently offer a number of activities and courses for parents within and outside of the school day, a number of classes for the community and also offer after school clubs and activities for children outside school hours. It is proposed that all existing facilities for children, parents and the community will continue when the schools are amalgamated.

Lifelong learning opportunities will be extended with a particular emphasis on basic skills including adult literacy and numeracy, family learning and skills into employment. Opportunities can also be explored for continuing lifelong learning in the community through our mobile learning service.

Referral of Local Authority Decision to the Welsh Ministers
Under section 54 of the 2013 Act where proposals have been approved by a local authority the following bodies may within 28 days refer the proposal to the Welsh Ministers for consideration;
i. Another local authority affected by the proposals;
ii. The appropriate religious body for any school affected;
iii. The Governing Body of a voluntary or foundation school subject to the proposals;
iv. A trust holding property on behalf of a voluntary or foundation school subject to the proposals; and
v. A further education institution affected by the proposals.

The bodies making the referral will need to set out why they believe the decision reached by the local authority is wrong.

The decision is subject to the call in procedures as set out in the Council’s constitution which allows decisions taken by Cabinet to be reviewed. Should a call in of the decision take place, all stakeholders will be informed.
Yours sincerely 

M Matthews
Mike Matthews
Strategy, Community Learning and Resources
Directorate of Learning and Skills
The Vale of Glamorgan Council
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