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To: Parents, Carers and Guardians of children attending Fairfield Primary School

      Headteacher, Staff and Governing Body of Fairfield Primary School

      Headteacher and Governing Body of Bute Cottage & Cogan Nursery Schools; and 

      Statutory Consultees
Dear Consultee,
Proposal to establish a 60 place nursery unit at Fairfield Primary School 
On 19 June 2017, the Vale of Glamorgan Council’s Cabinet determined the proposal to establish a nursery unit at Fairfield Primary School. 
The Council held a full consultation with prescribed consultees that concluded with the issue of a statutory notice on the nursery unit proposal. Cabinet in making its decision, considered all previous Cabinet reports relating to the proposal and the responses to the consultation as set out in the Consultation Report. It was noted that the Council received no statutory objections in response to the statutory notice on the proposal. Taking all matters into account, Cabinet has approved the proposal. As a result a nursery unit will be established at Fairfield Primary School from 8 January 2018.

In determining the proposal, Cabinet were satisfied that the proposal will:
· Create all-through primary provision for 3 to 11 year olds to enhance standards at Fairfield Primary School

· Meet future demand and provide additional high quality local authority nursery places in the Penarth area
· Facilitate better transition for pupils

· Continue to provide a mix of English medium, Welsh medium and faith provision in the Vale of Glamorgan
The reasons for the decision in respect to the factors outlined in the School Organisation Code are as follows;

Quality and Standards of Education

The proposal supports continuity and progression in children’s learning from age 3 and provides cohesion between the nursery and primary sector providing a high quality learning environment for children. This will enable all children to develop their capacities at an early age to be successful learners. The proposal would also allow for early identification and intervention for pupils with SEN which would be reflected in improved transition and improved educational outcomes for these pupils.

The transition of pupils from nursery to reception would be better facilitated with a greater focus on standards. This would be readily achieved through a common process of tracking, monitoring and intervention from nursery to year two and beyond. 
Need for places and the impact on the accessibility of schools
The Penarth area will retain English, Welsh and faith provision. The number of nursery school places available for children will increase to meet future demand and provide additional high quality local authority nursery places in the area.

There will be no impact as a result of the proposal on pupils’ journeys and available walking routes to schools as the nursery unit will operate on the existing site. The proposal will not change school transport arrangements, eligibility or accessibility. Nursery children living in catchment would in most cases have less distance to travel than they do currently. Estyn state “The council has suitably considered the impact of the proposal on learner travel arrangements”.

Resourcing of education

Funding is provided through the school funding formula which allocates the majority of funding for schools on the basis of pupil numbers. The additional revenue costs of increased pupil numbers would be met through the school funding formula. 

The establishment of a nursery would result in funding being allocated to the school on the same basis as for other schools.
The decision is subject to the call in procedures as set out in the Council’s constitution which allows decisions taken by Cabinet to be reviewed. Should a call in of the decision take place, all stakeholders will be informed.
Yours sincerely 
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Paula Ham
Director of Learning and Skills
The Vale of Glamorgan Council
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