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Overview:  March 2022  

Since the Strong Communities Grant fund was launched in August 2017, grants totalling 

£1,154,672.95 have been awarded to 120 projects across the Vale of Glamorgan. The 

Council and its partners: The Waterloo Foundation; Natural Resources Wales, and 

representatives of the Town and Community Councils have joined forces to support 

projects which are making a real difference to the quality of life and range of services 

available to people and communities in the Vale.   

In March 2020 the Council made a long-term commitment to continue this support with a 

new five-year allocation of £837,533 for Strong Communities grants up to April 2025. 

This commitment coincided with the start of a period of unprecedented change for people 

living and working in the Vale. In response to the outbreak of the pandemic, communities 

across the Vale stepped up to the challenges presented, by rapidly developing innovative 

and effective projects which support some of the Valeõs most vulnerable residents.  In 

2020, the allocation of £50,000 from the Strong Communities Grant Fund to a dedicated 

Vale Heroes Fund supported a tide of community action to address urgent priorities 

triggered by the pandemic. Strong Communities grants supported 23 Vale Heroes projects, 

ranging from provision of basic equipment for emerging Covid-19 support groups to 

funds for a small army of volunteers to sew much needed scrubs for care homes.  

Through the grant scheme, funding of wi-fi enabled tablets for loan via libraries and 

support for local radio ensured that communication channels remained open to those 

most at risk of isolation. Several organisations recognised the potentially damaging 

effects of lockdown on children and young people and responded by using grant support 

to bring their services online. In short, the period since March 2020 has seen a surge in 

initiatives that demonstrate the resilience of ordinary Vale residents at an extraordinary 

time.          

While community venues and activities were forced to close, many groups used this time 

to develop ambitious plans for growth. Several of these projects are now coming to 

fruition. Many focus on the important work of expanding the range of community 

services and activities on offer. However, 2021 also saw a welcome move towards 

projects that address, either directly or indirectly, the climate and nature emergency, in 

line with the councilõs Project Zero commitment.    

It is evident that the pandemic has not deterred the Valeõs vibrant and active 

communities. Groups across the Vale of Glamorgan continue to be dedicated to making 

positive changes in the areas where they live. Through the fund, successful groups have 

fulfilled the SCG eligibility criteria to deliver projects which have demonstrated 

engagement with their communities and meaningful sustainability. Now, more than ever, 

by working together we can achieve the Councilõs vision for the Vale of ôStrong 

Communities with a bright futureõ.  
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ôThe Strong Communities grants approved to date will contribute towards 

the delivery of projects with an overall value in excess of £3.61million, all 
of which offer far reaching benefits to communities across the Vale.õ  
 

This Progress Report highlights projects approved since March 2020.  As previously, the Fund 
supports ôstand-aloneõ projects but has also contributed valuable ômatchõ funding for large- 

scale initiatives where needed. In many cases the grant is a key component in a package of 
support from multiple funders which will help organisations take on new assets or secure the 

future of their existing assets for generations to come.  Many projects will help the most 
marginalised residents to access support and integrate more easily into community life.  
Addressing isolation, whether age related, due to lack of transport, limited income, cultural 

barriers or lack of confidence, is a priority for many organisations we have supported.   
 
 

Of the 41* applications approved since March 2020, 25 projects have been completed 
and a further 11 are underway. As previously, projects of any scale are encouraged, 

although the maximum grant is now limited to £25,000 and the application process for grant 
applications of up to £3,000 has been simplified.  The scale of completed projects ranges 

from small items such as shared mowing equipment to reduce a bowling clubõs running costs to 
refurbishment of a community hall serving a population of more than 2,000 local residents.  A 
common theme is support for projects which bring people together close to where they live.  

Our grants are helping people across the Vale to access the services that they have identified 
as much needed, through support for training, leisure or social activities and the many 

organisations and volunteers who provide these.   
 

Details of projects approved since March 2020, their progress and their impact on the local 

communities they support are included in this report. An infographic illustrates performance to 
date and explains how we have spread the word about the Fund. You can find information on 
all projects approved and delivered under the 2017 to 2020 Fund allocation in the Progress 

Report February 2020 on the Vale of Glamorgan Councilõs Strong Communities Grant Fund 
webpage. We will continue to monitor and report on successful projects for the duration of 

the grant programme.  
 
*Excludes Vale Heroes Grants. A separate report on these is available to view below: 

 

Synopsis of Vale 

Heroes Grants.pdf
 

 

 

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/working/Business-Support/Strong-Communities-Grant.aspx
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/working/Business-Support/Strong-Communities-Grant.aspx
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APPROVED GRANTS March 2020 to March 2022  

Applications between £3,001 and £25,000 

Round Applicant  Project   Grant offer  Status  Ward  

6  1st Penmark 
with Porthkerry 
Scout Group  

Refurbishment of scout 
hall  

£21,750 Complete  Rhoose  

7  Barry Town 
Council  

Mindfulness garden, 
Cemetery approach  

£10,000 Awaiting start  Dyfan  

7 Benthyg  Mobile Benthyg in the 

Vale  

£25,000 Complete  Vale Wide   

6 Bro Radio  Bro Radio in Llantwit 
Major  

£22,798.16 Complete  Llantwit Major  

6 Cadogs Corner Refurbishment of toilets £16,371.33 Complete  Cadog 

7 Cardiff and 
Vale Scouts  

Jubilee campsite 
development  

£25,000 Awaiting start Peterston Super 
Ely 

7 Colwinston 
Community 
Council  

Colwinston Old Ford 
environmental project  

£20,000 Ongoing  Llandow / 
Ewenny 

6 Cowbridge 
tennis club  

Court expansion  £12,000 Awaiting start Cowbridge  

6 Innovate Trust  Insight into the Vale  £12,198.50 Complete  Illtyd  

7 Llandough 
Community 
Council  

Improvement to play 
equipment at King 
George V Memorial 
playing fields 

£13,077 Ongoing  Llandough  

6 Llandow 
village hall  

Roof renewal  £20,000 Complete  Llandow 

7 Llantwit Major 
town council  

Enhancement projects 
for recreation field and 
cenotaph  

£6,047.83 Ongoing  Llantwit Major  

7 Penarth town 
council  

Turner House open 
exhibition  

£5,000 Ongoing  Plymouth  

7 Rhoose 
community 
library 

Extension and 
refurbishment of library 

£23,309  Ongoing  Rhoose  

7 St Peterõs 
Church Rhoose  

Equipment for 
community hub  

£6,831.38 Ongoing  Rhoose  

6 Vale cricket 
club  

Refurbishment of 
showers and toilets  

£14,142.80 Complete  Llandow / 
Ewenny 

7 Vision 21  Craft at Barry  £16,000 Awaiting start Gibbonsdown  

Applications up to £3,000  

Round Applicant  Project   Grant offer  Status  Ward 

6  Aberthin 
Village Hall  

External storage  £712.70 Complete  Cowbridge  

7 Aberthin 
village hall  

Hall refurbishment  £2,925 Complete  Cowbridge  

7 Barry Central 
Bowling club  

Green maintenance 
equipment 

£2,940 Complete  Baruc 
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7 Barry Male 
Voice choir  

Reconstruction of 
website 

£2,000 Complete  Baruc  

6 Barry Romilly 
Bowling club  

Kitchen refurbishment  £3,000 Complete  Baruc  

7 Billboard 
Ensemble  

Radio mics £1,320 Complete  Cadoc  

7 CAOS Musical 
Society  

Equipment  £2,960  Complete  Cowbridge 

6 Capel Siriol, 

Treoes  

Equipment  £2,890  Complete  Llandow / 

Ewenny 

6 CAVRA Training  £2,890  Complete  Vale wide  

6 Cowbridge Art 
Group 

Display equipment  £2,910  Complete  Cowbridge  

7 Forget me not 
chorus  

Musical sessions  £3,000  Ongoing  Vale wide   

7 Llandow 

village hall  

Events equipment  £2,849 Complete Llandow / 

Ewenny 

7 Metalidads Branding and 
advertising for support 
group 

£1,000 Complete  Barry wide  

6  Ogmore by Sea 
village hall  

Tables and storage 
trolleys  

£3,000  Complete  St Brides Major  

7 Ogmore by sea 
village hall  

Seating for community 
hall  

£3,000  Awaiting start St Brides Major  

7 Our Future 
Community  

Sully and Lavernock 
Place Plan  

£1017 Awaiting start Sully  

7 Peterston 
Community 
Council  

Climate Action Project  £2,202  Ongoing  Peterston Super 
Ely  

7 St Athan Play 
group  

Play equipment  £2,016.97 Complete  St Athan 

7 St Hilary 
village hall 
committee  

Improvements to 
access  

£3,000 Ongoing  Cowbridge  

6 Vale Adaptive 
cycling club  

Special needs trike  £2,950  Complete  Gibbonsdown 

6 Vale Cricket 
Club  

Club house 
improvements  

£3,000 Complete  Llandow / 
Ewenny  

7 Valeways  Way markers  £1,957 Ongoing  Vale wide  

7 Valeways  Website  £3,000 Ongoing  Vale wide 

7 Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Brass Band 

Refurbishment of band 
room  

£2,414.32 Complete  Cadoc  

 

R6: Round 6: 7 September 2020      completed projects March 2022 

R7: Round 7: 27 September 2021     ongoing projects March 2022  

         Projects awaiting start or withdrawn  
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AT A GLANCE ð PERFORMANCE TO DATE 
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1ST PENMARK WITH 
PORTHKERRY SCOUT 

GROUP  

REFURBISHMENT 
OF SCOUT HALL  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AT A GLANCE 

Total grant: £21,750 

Total project cost: £21,750 

Round 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Outline  
Refurbishment includ ed the 
replacement of kitchen, 
toilets/shower rooms , rewiring the 
hall and providing access for 
disabled people.  
 
The Scout Group provides a 
programme of wide and varied 
activities for around 75 6-18 year 
olds and is one of the largest Scout 
Groups in the rural Vale . It serves 
a 48 square mile catchment area 
that includes villages of East 
Aberthaw, Fonmon, Llancadle, 
Llanberthery, Llancarfan,  
Penmark, Moulton and Rhoose, 
drawing membership from all 
villages. The much needed 
improvements were achieved by 
over 2000 volunteer hours, and 
invaluable help from local trades 
and businesses, resulting in a 
fanastic community space.   

 

 

 

 

Progress - Complete d 
òIt was always going to be a challenging project, 

which the pandemic made even more difficult, but we 

are proud of the result. Everyone, who has 

contributed to the project can look back with pride on 

the rewards it has reaped. We now have a warm, 

bright, an d welcoming environment in which to 

providing Scouting to our community and can offer 

another modern communal space to the wider 

community.  

The young people and those of us who use the facility 

each week cannot describe what a difference it has 

made to entering a hall that says, òcome on in and 

make yourself at homeó. 
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Progress ð awaiting start   
The project is the last part of the Cemetery Approach 

Gardens to be developed and will add value and 

complement the existing area. The site, as a whole, is 

open and accessible to everyone, offering all residents 

of Barry equal opportunity to enjoy the natural 

environment  

 

BARRY TOWN 
COUNCIL   

MINDFULNESS 
GARDEN 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Project Outline  
Creating a Mindfulness Garden, at 
Cemetery Approach Gardens, 
Barry. Barry Town Council, in 
partnership with VOGC, has 
recently developed the land at 
Cemetery Approach to provide 
peaceful gardens and a new 
Community Centre. Following 
community engagement, this 
project will transform a concreted 
area at the en trance to the 
gardens, formerly the site of an 
air raid shelter, into a landscaped 
garden for peaceful reflection.  
The following priorities were 
identified by the local community:  

¶ A garden to remember all 
those affected by the 
pandemic, a space for those 
who have lost loved ones and 
been unable to grieve properly 
or attend funerals.  

¶ The site should play tribute to 
its original use as an Air Raid 
Shelter, so information boards 
will be placed on site to 
provide visitors with historical 
information.  

 

 
AT A GLANCE 

Total grant: £10,000 

Total project cost: £21,295 

Round 7 
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BENTHYG  
MOBILE BENTHYG 

IN THE VALE  

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Outline  
Purchase of an electric van. 
Benthygõs mission is to operate a 
network of places (a ôlibrary of 
thingsõ) where people can: access 
affordable borrowing of things they 
need but don't own, saving money 
and space in their homes, donate 
things they own but don't need, 
contributing to national waste 
reduction targets and meet to share 
knowledge and skills with each 
other, increasing community 
resilience.  An electric vehicle will 
allow Benthyg to launch a door -to-
door collection and delivery service 
for those unable to access venues in 
Penarth or Barry, run outdoor ôpop-
upõ events around the Vale, bringing 
repairs, borrowing and skill sharing 
to a wide range of residents. Collect 
donations for the Penarth and Barry 
projects from around the Vale, 
diverting items from landfill using a 
zero emissions vehicle. The mobile 
Vale project provides opportu nity to 
reduce inequalities by making costly 
items accessible to all and by 
bringing separate parts of the 
community together to share skills.  

Progress - completed  
òThe grant has enabled us to purchase an electric van 
which can be used across the Vale to extend the reach 
of our Benthygs in Barry and Penarth.  

We are looking forward enormously to working with 
residents in the Vale who havenõt been able to travel to 
our established libraries of things before. Through the 
delivery and collection of items to local pop ups we are 
hopeful that in partnership with individuals and 
organisations we will be supporting communities in 
contributing to a more sustainable way of living - 
sharing instead of consuming and working towards a 
carbon neutral future.ó    

 

.  

AT A GLANCE 

Total grant: £25,000 

Total project cost: £27,800 

Round 7  
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BRO RADIO  
 

BRO RADIO IN 
LLANTWIT MAJOR 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

AT A GLANCE 

Total grant: £22,798.16 

Total project cost: £36,971.14 
 

Round 6 

 

Round  

 

Project Outline  
Support was offered towards the cost 
of broadcasting, IT and general office 
equipment to fit out new premises for 
the radio station in Llantwit Major. 
Working with YMCA Barry, Bro Radio 
now operate and broadcast from the 
Major Music studio located in CF61 in 
Llantwit Major. Bro Radio is the main 
community radio station for the Vale 
of Glamorgan, providing a local radio 
service which aims to inform, 
educate, entertain and engage with 
the communities it serves. Studios in 
Barry are used regularly by a team of  
60 volunteers throughout the week, 
to deliver programmes, with limited 
time and space available for new 
volunteers and revenue opportunities. 
Grant funding allows the new studios 
in CF61 to be fitted to professional 
industry standards, giving 
opportunitie s for local people in the 
west of the Vale the chance to 
participate, without traveling to 
Barry ð which many state is a current 
barrier.  

 

 

 

 

 

Progress ð complete d  
òThe funding from the Stronger Communities 
Grant has allowed us to open up our service to 
communities in the rural Vale of Glamorgan, 
making volunteering and training opportunities 
available to isolated individuals, whilst 
building our links with the local community, 
groups and businesses. 

The space has helped to kickstart the growth of 
the organisation in the rural Vale of 
Glamorgan, the delivery of its service and its 
long-term financial sustainability. ó 

 

 


