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Michaelston-le-Pit & Leckwith Community Consultation

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Creative Rural Communities, the rural regeneration team from the Vale of Glamorgan Council, organised a community consultation event for the villages of Michaelston-le-Pit and Leckwith in conjunction with the Community Council. The event was held outdoor in Michaelston-le-Pits village centre on Saturday 14th July 2012 from 2pm onwards. It was an opportunity for local people to have their say about the community they live in and propose project ideas that they could possibly progress to benefit the community.14 in total people from both villages dropped in during the session to give their input. Creative Rural Communities has several funding opportunities and officers can help sign post groups and project ideas for funding where possible. The consultation evidence can be used to demonstrate community support for grant applications. 

The event was advertised on village notice board and a flyer was delivered to every house hold. The community council were very much involved with the promotion of the event and used their local knowledge to spread the word. The event was also advertised on the Creative Rural Communities Facebook page.
Thoughts and ideas were gathered in 2 ways.

· A Post-it note chart where people noted what they loved about their village and what improvements they’d like to see in the two villages.

· A project ideas sheet where people noted if they wanted to develop a particular project(s).
Key points that emerged from the community consultation:

The following projects were raised by people who made comments on Post-it notes. People were able to make several recommendations (please note that individuals may have commented twice on certain combined issues):
· 31 comments were made regarding the maintenance of roads. This included the condition of the roads and poor maintenance of potholes and drains. Comments were also made on the maintenance of hedges and verges

· 17 wanted to see improvements to the park area at Michaelston-le-Pit, this included suggestions for seating, making the park a more social area, purchasing a lawnmower for maintenance of the area and planting trees that could also act as goal posts.
· 19 people commented on the speed issues at both Michaelston-le-Pit and Leckwith. 11 people wanted to see a 20mph speed limit throughout Michaelston-le-Pit with an additional 1 suggesting speed bumps at the top of the road into the village. 2 people also wanted to see a speed limit on the approach to Michaelston-le-Pit and on Leckwith Road.
· 8 people expressed their concern over the gate at the end of Michaelston-le-Pit being left open and access being gained to the village over private land. Suggestions included the introduction of a lockable post to stop this access.
· 5 people wanted to see the gates into the park, and surrounding walks, being made more accessible to pushchairs.

· 5 people suggested a bench next to the kissing gate leading into the dairy.

· 4 people wanted a community website for the 2 villages.

· 4 people suggested improvements to the turning from Leckwith Road into Penyturnpike Road from Llandough.

· 3 people would like to see the well being repaired.

· 2 people commented on better broadband for the villages.

· A further 2 people wanted to see the introduction of wheelie bins

Other comments noted included: stop people dumping grass cutting in Cottage Field which can give horses colic, changing the stiles to kissing gates to improve access to walkways, dog fouling bin at the Woodland Trust car park, community allotments, a post to stop lorries turning by St Michael’s Close and Norman Cottages, buildings in Michaelston-le-Pit without planning permission.
When asked “What I love about Michaelston-le-Pit and Leckwith” people said the following:
· The countryside, woodland and history of the villages
· Lovely walks
· Accessible to Cardiff, Barry and Penarth yet in the countryside
· Great place for dogs

· 7 lakes

· Beautiful place to live

What can you do to help? 
There were some offers of assistance from those who completed the questionnaires, and with a few projects being eligible for funding through Creative Rural Communities (see below). What is needed now is for people to take these projects forward. It’s worth noting that applications for a grant will have to be done via a constituted group, and that 30% match funding will be needed from applications. 
Next Steps:

Creative Rural Communities (CRC) the rural regeneration team from the Vale of Glamorgan Council supported Michaelston-le-Pit and Leckwith in holding this community consultation.  We hope this report aids the village in developing new projects for the community. Creative Rural Communities is able to assist in signposting to funding sources that may be able to support the types of projects suggested by the community in this report.
Pride in your Villages is a grant scheme that can to support physical capital improvements to village. This would be suitable for improvements to the park area as well as other areas around the villages. This could include benches, picnic type areas, trees, etc. The community council are already in discussion with Creative Rural Communities and the Council’s parks department regarding a potential project. For further information or to further progress this project contact Jane Williams on 01446 704755 or e mail Jewilliams@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk.

A Footpaths Grant through CRC could be applied for to improve walkways, as long as they’re public rights of way, and access to these walkways (e.g. kissing gates) However the Woodland Trust would need to be involved should these improvements be made on their land. Match funding of 30% would need to be raised to take advantage of this grant. For more information please contact Mark Cottray on 01446 704645 or mcottray@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk. 
The Pride in our Heritage grant scheme could help with any history related projects, such as repairs to the well. For more information please contact Branwen Dickson on 01446 704828 or email bdickson@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Community Foodie is a CRC project that helps to identify, develop and support community food growing.  Rob McGhee is the project officer from CRC and is working with land owners in the Vale of Glamorgan in acquiring land for food growing If you are interested in this area work or would like to get involved please contact Rob McGhee on 01446 704835 or e mail RMcghee@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk.

In addition to support and funding streams through CRC, other funding opportunities are available from other sources. Please contact Mari-Wyn Elias-Jones to discuss further on 01446 704637 or mwelias-jones@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
Comments and concerns made about road maintenance and speed cannot be effected by Creative Rural Communities directly, However, Creative Rural Communities is part of the Vale of Glamorgan Council and we will endeavour to feed back the information provided regarding road conditions, speeding and refuse to the relevant council departments. 
If you would like to get involved in any of the above projects please contact Mari-Wyn Elias-Jones on 01446 704637 or mwelias-jones@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

 
Creative Rural Communities is a regeneration and economic development initiative led by the Vale of Glamorgan Council in partnership with various public, private and voluntary sector organisations. The project is funded by the Vale of Glamorgan Council and through the Welsh Government’s Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007-2013 and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. As well as basic services there are funding programmes available for villages, heritage, farming, tourism and community grown food, which will strengthen communities and businesses in the rural Vale.


For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.creativeruralcommunities.co.uk" ��www.creativeruralcommunities.co.uk�








