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Active Travel Route: 2 (6) 
 In considering whether it is appropriate for a route to be regarded as an active travel 

route, a local authority must take into account— 
  

 (a) whether the route facilitates the making by, or by any 
description of, walkers and cyclists of active travel journeys, and 

  
 (b) whether the location, nature and condition of the route make it 

suitable for safe use by, or by any description of, walkers and 
cyclists for the making of such journeys, 

  
 and must have regard to guidance given by the Welsh Ministers. 

 
 



 For this Act, an Active Travel Journey means a 
journey to or from a workplace or educational 
establishment or to access health, leisure or 
other services or facilities.  

  An Active Travel Route must be suitable for 
Active Travel journeys which are for everyday 
purposes i.e. Purposeful journeys for utility 
not recreation. 
 



● Two maps are required to be produced by local 
authorities - an Existing Routes Map and an 
Integrated Network Map 

● Ministers designated which areas are included within 
Active Travel and therefore included in the maps  

● The first Existing Route Map is required to be 
completed within one year of the legislation coming 
into force – this was amended by the Minister to 22nd 
January 2016.  

● Local authorities were required to audit their current 
routes and highlight their existing active travel 
network 

● Local authorities must submit a statement to explain 
why  any routes shown do not conform to standards 
specified in guidance given by Ministers 
 



●The Integrated Network Map must be 
produced within three years of the legislation 
coming into force.  

●a proposal for a network of active travel 
routes that should be a 15 year plan for 
delivery  

●Ranging from ‘shovel ready’ schemes to 
longer term interventions 

●After the first set of maps, both will be 
produced on a 3-year rolling cycle 
 



●Welsh Ministers and Local Authorities must, when 
creating, maintaining and improving highways, 
acquiring land etc. (so far as practicable) take 
reasonable steps to enhance the provision made 
for walkers and cyclists. 

●And in exercising functions under: 
◦ Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (traffic regulations, 

parking etc) 

◦ New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (street works) 

◦ Traffic Management Act 2004 (network management) 
 



●Have regard to guidance given by Welsh Ministers 
● Local Authorities have general duty to promote 

active travel and secure new/improve routes  
●Continuous improvement – must be new and 

improved active travel routes and related 
facilities every year. 

●Must report each year on performance in this 
duty 

●Ministers will publish annual reports on number 
of active travel journeys 
 



●Delivery Guidance stipulates how Local 
Authorities will meet the Act – how maps 
look, are consulted on, published etc..  

●Design Guidance sets requirements for routes 
to appear on the maps 

●Both have been published by Welsh Ministers 
 



 49% of the trips made in Wales are under 3 miles 
 Only 1% of journeys to work are by bike 
 At morning peak, a quarter of cars on the road are 

taking children to school 
 18% of journeys under 1 mile are made by car 

 



●Direct Corporate Priorities – Active lifestyles, Public 
awareness, mandatory reporting on progress, guidance and 
aids long term planning  

●Budget pressures - Ensures a strategic approach where 
funding is used in the most efficient way, rather than 
piecemeal investment  

• Wider benefits -  
• Lack of transport options cited as number1 barrier to finding 

employment by job seekers 
• 25% of households in Wales do not have access to a car 
• 1/3 at risk of Transport Poverty 

 





1. Data Mapping was completed by March 
2015, carried out by Sustrans and funded 
directly from Welsh Government 

2. Identify and audit active travel routes and 
produce first draft map/s 

3. Consultation (12 weeks) 
4. Edit map/s after consultation and produce 

first map/s 
 



 





 



 



Each route is scored in accordance with Design 
Guidance: 

 
Score 70-100 
 Pass, coloured green on the maps 
Score below 70 (falls into two areas) 
 Fail with statement coloured amber on the 

maps  
 Fail, coloured Red on the maps  
 

 



 Local Authorities may identify some routes that 
are useful and suitable for active travel, but do 
not meet the standards set out in the Design 
Guidance. These routes can be depicted on the 
existing routes maps if they are clearly marked 
as not meeting standards. When the maps are 
submitted to Welsh Ministers for approval, they 
must be accompanied by a statement detailing 
which routes do not meet the standards, and an 
explanation of why these routes are still 
considered suitable to be included on the maps. 
The statement and explanation can be a short 
document, with only a couple of sentences per 
route.  
 



 Cycle route between train station and 
shopping centre is marginally narrower than 
the recommended width. Neither comfort nor 
safety are considerably diminished, as the 
route is only lightly used.  

 Footpath through park is not lit, but it is 
mainly used in daylight hours.  

 





 Consult 1st October – 18th December 2015 
 Consider responses and make any 

amendments 
 Report consultation responses to Cabinet 11th 

January 2016 for consideration 
 Submit final existing route map to Welsh 

Government by deadline of 22nd January 2016 
 Start preparation for Integrated Network Map 

to be submitted to WG within the 3 years 
timescale  
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