
Update on  
20mph 
Default Speed 
Limit Rollout 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan



Background

• The Welsh 20mph Task Force Group Final 
Report (July 2020) set out a case for introducing 
a default 20mph speed limit on restricted roads* 
across Wales. 

• All 21 recommendations of the TFG were 
accepted by WG

• The main rationale behind changing the default 
speed limit – fewer road collisions, people feeling 
safer and benefit physical and mental well-being.

• 20mph will contribute to many other WG 
strategic priorities and well-being goals.

*Restricted roads include street lights placed no more than 200 yards apart. 
They are usually located in residential and built-up areas with high pedestrian 
activity.

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-07/20mph-task-force-group-report.pdf
https://gov.wales/welsh-government-response-recommendations-made-welsh-20mph-taskforce-group-report?msclkid=6d80266dd09e11ecabb9a2f0b4b653ac
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/about-us/future-generations-act/?msclkid=98bfe33ad09e11ec96d2cd2c4e8a0d60


20mph Pilot 
Schemes

• January 2021: 8 First Phase settlements 
selected (20mph Pilot Schemes)

• St Brides Major, Vale of Glamorgan

• First Phase has been used to test the 
processes and potential issues arising in 
advance of the National Rollout phase of 
the 20mph default speed limit on 17th

September 2023

https://gov.wales/20mph-speed-limit-become-reality-welsh-roads-summer?msclkid=a98b5a1bd10911ecaeda0745e7a391d9


National 
Rollout 
Programme

• November 2020: 20mph Public attitude survey

• July-October 2021: Public Consultation to reduce default speed 
limit to 20mph

• 12th July 2022: Vote on the main Statutory Instrument in the 
Senedd

• 17th March 2023: Welsh Government launched a public 
awareness campaign to inform the public on the new limits 
being introduced – signpost to websites and social media. 
Introducing default 20mph speed limits & Safer at 20mph

• Key messages - 20mph will help save lives and protect our 
communities; 20mph will affect most 30mph roads, which are 
generally residential or busy pedestrian streets.

• Local Authorities have been issued with Stakeholder 
Communications Toolkits, Feb 2023 to support the campaign.

• 17th September 2023: Coming into Force date for the 
20mph default speed limit in Wales

https://gov.wales/traffic-orders-and-20mph-public-attitudes-survey?msclkid=6fda7990d10911eca229c5a29500f5e5
https://gov.wales/proposal-reduce-speed-limit-20mph-residential-streets?msclkid=120b3589d10911ecb85249ff2cea8fa6
https://www.gov.wales/introducing-default-20mph-speed-limits?utm_source=Toolkit
https://www.gov.wales/safer-20mph-lets-look-out-each-other?utm_source=toolkit
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-02/20mph-stakeholder-communications-toolkit.pdf


Legislative 
Programme

• Welsh Ministers have powers to amend 
primary legislation to introduce a national, 
default speed limit of 20mph on restricted 
roads, as defined in Section 82 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act (RTRA) 1984.

• Default speed limit includes ‘Restricted’ 
roads only, i.e. those with streetlights placed 
no more than 200 yards apart.

• Note: Roads that are currently 40mph (or 
above) are out of scope for the 20mph 
National Rollout Programme. Any changes 
required will be covered under the proposed 
revision of Setting Local Speed Limits in 
Wales Guidance 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/27/section/82?msclkid=0f901e42d16311ecb299e92f3b1738c0
https://gov.wales/setting-local-speed-limits?msclkid=6c6f7148d11e11ec91c2bbba13a2f634


Exceptions 
Criteria

• Highway authorities can set exceptions to 20mph 
speed limits on A & B Class restricted roads.

• WG Guidance: Setting exceptions to the 20mph 
default speed limit for restricted roads. 

• Setting exceptions involves keeping the road at 
30mph rather than it defaulting to 20mph in 
accordance with WG Legislation.

• https://gov.wales/setting-exceptions-20mph-
default-speed-limit-restricted-roads

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsetting-exceptions-20mph-default-speed-limit-restricted-roads&data=05%7C01%7CELReed%40valeofglamorgan.gov.uk%7Cada61dc248bd4c679ba808dac1a6ce90%7Ce399d3bb38ed469691cf79851dbf55ec%7C0%7C0%7C638035219424555588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vOHe4jdKMoXU3w%2FamCVRyC%2F7wFVIJrKWv4p7nPLZjvY%3D&reserved=0


Enforcement 
of 20mph

• Within the existing First Phase settlements both the 
Police and GoSafe have employed a number of 
enforcement and educational tactics that have been 
proportionate in response to the speed data.

• The police will continue to work in partnership working 
with LAs, road safety practioners and the public.

• Police will engage with LAs to identify and target 
highest risk roads for enforcement after 17th of 
September.

• Police will review the site adoption process to ensure 
enforcement of 20mph is appropriate and 
proportionate.

• Police to review staffing, equipment, and fleet 
capabilities to effectively respond to complaints and 
concerns in communities.

• Engagement and education in addition to enforcement 
through Fire and Rescue to continue at roadside. 

• Promote Community Speed Watch – empowering 
communities to engage with speeding motorists.



Implications 
for the Vale 

• The Guidance for the Exceptions ONLY 
apply to A and B classified (Main) roads.  
i.e. A48 B4524 etc.

• Exception mapping presented in 
November 2022 when numerous errors 
were identified.

• Vale worked with TfW to address errors 
and a new exception map produced.

• Further presentation provided in May 
2023 with updated mapping.

• Exception map now published on Data 
Map Wales .

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdatamap.gov.wales%2Fmaps%2Froads-affected-by-changes-to-the-speed-limit-on-re%2Fview%23%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMTClogg%40valeofglamorgan.gov.uk%7Cc62ce2ee95d54a121bec08db725aa278%7Ce399d3bb38ed469691cf79851dbf55ec%7C0%7C0%7C638229505813988727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6hBZHVxbmLgouCqWfcrlmu3J%2B7lLH5tOykk8wVYDdfE%3D&reserved=0


Vale 
Implementation 
Programme

• Design of signs and road markings for new 
20mph default speed limit complete.

• Work to change signs and road markings 
commenced and will continue beyond 17th 
September.

• Publication of TRO for Exception maps 
published on 22 June 2023 - 28 day public 
notice for objections / comments.

• Exception map now live on Data Map Wales.
• Full details of proposed TRO on the Vale’s

website where schedule and plans can be 
viewed .  

• Any objections will be reported to Cabinet for 
consideration. 

• If no objections received the TROs can be 
implemented without Cabinet report.  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdatamap.gov.wales%2Fmaps%2Froads-affected-by-changes-to-the-speed-limit-on-re%2Fview%23%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMTClogg%40valeofglamorgan.gov.uk%7Cc62ce2ee95d54a121bec08db725aa278%7Ce399d3bb38ed469691cf79851dbf55ec%7C0%7C0%7C638229505813988727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6hBZHVxbmLgouCqWfcrlmu3J%2B7lLH5tOykk8wVYDdfE%3D&reserved=0
https://participate.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/20mph-speed-limit-exceptions-consultation


Budget
Position

• WG funding award last FY 2022/23 to value 
£237,331 fully committed – signs ordered, 
signposts installation and removal of road 
markings commenced.

• Award of WG grant for implementation of 
20mph default speed limit in FY 2023/24up 
to £1.59M.



Useful Links

Introducing default 20mph speed limits
Introducing 20mph speed limits: frequently 
asked questions
https://gov.wales/setting-exceptions-
20mph-default-speed-limit-restricted-roads
Roads affected by changes to the speed 
limit on restricted roads: user guide | 
GOV.WALES

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fintroducing-default-20mph-speed-limits&data=05%7C01%7CELReed%40valeofglamorgan.gov.uk%7Cada61dc248bd4c679ba808dac1a6ce90%7Ce399d3bb38ed469691cf79851dbf55ec%7C0%7C0%7C638035219424711802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Za8MKIw67n06lTDER2MsZEDdObpqpPAQeh5CafVxW%2BA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fintroducing-20mph-speed-limits-frequently-asked-questions&data=05%7C01%7CELReed%40valeofglamorgan.gov.uk%7Cada61dc248bd4c679ba808dac1a6ce90%7Ce399d3bb38ed469691cf79851dbf55ec%7C0%7C0%7C638035219424711802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aezBUsmrkNYo2v4DETghBxXv6B1Yr5JeAf1kQJl0JG8%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/setting-exceptions-20mph-default-speed-limit-restricted-roads
https://gov.wales/roads-affected-changes-speed-limit-restricted-roads-user-guide


Questions
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