Agenda ltem No. 9(f)

THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL
COUNCIL: 9™ MARCH, 2026

REFERENCE FROM CABINET: 5™ FEBRUARY, 2026

“C200 BIGLIS TO DINAS POWYS ACTIVE TRAVEL ROUTE (DL/SP)
(SCRUTINY - PLACE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE) -

The Deputy Leader presented the report to update Cabinet with work undertaken to
date on the Active Travel Route from Biglis to Dinas Powys and to provide sufficient
information to allow decisions to be made regarding the principle of undertaking the
scheme to the next stage.

The Leader said the report had been long-awaited and it was important to consider
connectivity within the Vale of Glamorgan, in this case from Barry to the Merrie
Harrier in both directions and working on routes through Sully and Dinas Powys. It
was important to have a straight route but also different ways to access that route
and for users to be able to choose the part of the journey relevant to them safely.

This was a matter for Executive decision.

Cabinet, having considered the report and all the issues and implications contained
therein

RESOLVED -

(1) T HAT progress on design, statutory approvals, and preparatory work for the
Biglis to Dinas Powys Active Travel Route be noted.

(2) T HAT delegated authority be granted to the Head of Neighbourhood
Services, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Sustainable Places, the
Executive Leader and Cabinet Member for Performance and Resources , the Chief
Executive, and Head of Finance / Operational Manager Financial Services to
proceed with land negotiations, tender preparation, and funding applications.

(8) T HAT the submission of external funding bids to the Regional Transport
Authority to secure delivery funding for the scheme be endorsed.

(4) THAT delegated authority be granted to the Head of Neighbourhood
Services to progress with a construction tender for both the first and second phase of
construction of the scheme.

(5) T H AT delegated authority be granted to the Monitoring Officer/Head of
Legal and Democratic Services to enter into a New Engineering Contract (NEC) for
the first and second phase of construction of the scheme.
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(6) T HAT delegated authority be granted to the Head of Neighbourhood
Services, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Sustainable Places, the
Executive Leader and Cabinet Member for Performance and Resources, the Chief
Executive, and Head of Finance / Operational Manager Financial Services to enter
negotiations for the acquisition of land (Indicated in Appendices C-G) required for the
first and second phases of construction for the scheme, whether by financial
consideration or other mutually agreed means.

(7) T HAT delegated authority be granted to the Monitoring Officer/Head of
Legal and Democratic Services to complete all necessary legal documentation
associated with the acquisition of land.

(8) That the need and use of the Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) in the public
interest be endorsed, should land negotiations fail to proceed.

(9) THAT the report be referred to Full Council for consideration of the
use of delegated powers regarding the use of Compulsory Purchase Orders as
a function of Full Council.

Reasons for decisions

(1)  To keep Cabinet informed of progress on design development, statutory
approvals, and preparatory work for the Biglis to Dinas Powys Active Travel Route,
ensuring transparency and oversight of the strategic infrastructure project.

(2) To enable timely delivery of the scheme by granting delegated authority for
land negotiations, tender preparation, and funding applications. The approach
avoided delays that could arise from returning to Cabinet for each operational
decision.

(83)  To secure external funding opportunities from the Regional Transport
Authority, reducing reliance on Council resources and supporting the Council’s
commitment to sustainable transport and active travel objectives.

(4) To enable the timely progression of the construction tender for both Phase 1
and Phase 2 of the scheme. The approach ensured the project could advance
without delay, maintained continuity in delivery, and allowed procurement activity to
be managed efficiently within established operational and governance frameworks. It
also supported the Council’s commitment to delivering the scheme within planned
timescales and budget parameters by allowing necessary decisions to be taken
promptly as the project developed.

(5) To allow efficient progression to construction by delegating authority to enter
into a New Engineering Contract (NEC) for the first and second phases. That
ensured compliance with procurement regulations and accelerated project delivery.

(6)  To facilitate completion of the first and second phase by authorising land
acquisition as detailed in Appendix C-G, ensuring that all necessary land was
secured for the full implementation of the route.
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(7)  To ensure that all legal documentation required for the land acquisition was
completed efficiently and in accordance with statutory, regulatory, and governance
requirements. The delegation enabled the necessary legal processes to progress
without delay, supported timely delivery of the project, and ensured that all
agreements, contracts, and associated documents were executed correctly to
protect the Council’s legal and financial interests.

(8) To safeguard the public interest and project viability by endorsing the potential
use of Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) powers should negotiations fail, ensuring
that the scheme could proceed without undue delay.

(9) To comply with governance requirements by confirming that a further
report would be presented to Full Council, as Cabinet does not hold delegated
powers to authorise the use of CPOs. That maintained legal and constitutional
integrity.”

View link to previously circulated Appendix — Reference to Cabinet: 51" February,
2026
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https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/Documents/_Committee%20Reports/Cabinet/2026/26-02-05/26-02-05-Biglis-to-Dinas-Powys-Active-Travel-Route.pdf

