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Name of Committee: Public Protection Licensing Committee  

Date of Meeting: 15/12/2020 

Relevant Scrutiny 
Committee: 

Homes and Safe Communities 

Report Title:  

Application for the Grant of a Hackney Carriage Licence 
in respect of a Vehicle Outside Vale of Glamorgan 

Council's Age Policy Guidelines.  

Purpose of Report: 
 To consider an application made by Vale Rentals Ltd for a Hackney Carriage 

Licence for Toyota Avensis, MT12 FYX.  

Report Owner:   Director of Environment and Housing  

Responsible Officer:   Miles Punter - Director of Environment and Housing  

Elected Member and 
Officer Consultation:  

None 

Policy Framework: 
This is a matter for decision for the Public Protection Licensing Committee. 

 

Executive Summary:  
 

• An application has been received which falls outside the current policy guidelines for the grant of 
a Hackney Carriage licence.  

 

 

• To consider the assessment of the vehicle and whether there are exceptional circumstances to 
waive the age policy guidelines in place requiring vehicles to be under 6 years old at first licensing.   
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1. Recommendation 
1.1 Members are requested to determine whether to grant the request to waive the 

Vale of Glamorgan Council's Age Policy Guidelines in respect of this application 
having regard to the attached Assessment.  
 

1.2 Members must consider any representations made by Vale Rentals Ltd. 
  

 

2. Reasons for Recommendations 
2.1  To advise Members of the options available to them. 

3. Background 
3.1 The Committee has adopted Age Policy Guidelines in respect of the age of 

vehicles at first licensing.   
 

3.2 Class One category vehicles (mainly saloons) must be less than six years old to 
have a licence granted.  This vehicle, a Toyota Avensis, a Diesel Car, registration 
MT12 FYX, falls within this category of vehicle but the date of first registration for 
this vehicle is 25 June 2012 making it 8 years and 4 months old at the time of 
application.      

4. Key Issues for Consideration 
4.1 The vehicle MT12 FYX was first licensed as a Hackney Carriage in the Vale of 

Glamorgan on 19th May 2017.   
 

4.2 On 19th February 2020 the licence for Hackney Carriage 115 was suspended 
under Section 60 of The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, the 
proprietor having reported that the vehicle had been damaged in an accident. 
 

4.3 The Covid-19 Pandemic resulted in a National Lockdown at the end of March 
2020.  The UK government applied a number of measures to assist businesses.  
This included provision for all MOT Certificates due to expire between 30 March 
and 31 July 2020 to be extended for a period of six months.  This then made it 
possible to issue an extension of the hackney carriage or private hire licence by a 
similar period, free of charge.  This MOT on this vehicle expired on 18 November 
2020 so did not qualify for an extension.  The above-mentioned suspension 
remained in place as the Council received no indication that the vehicle was 
roadworthy.  The Hackney Carriage licence expired on 18th May 2020 and no 
application to renew was submitted. 
 

4.4 On 15th September 2020, without any prior notice to the Licensing Authority, the 
vehicle was presented for testing. 
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4.5 The proprietor was advised that, although a test had been conducted, he would 
need to make application for the Grant of a licence.  On 13th October 2020 an 
application was submitted.  As this is the grant of a licence, the vehicle must be 
under 6 years old.  This vehicle was 8 years and 4 months at the time of the 
application.   Officers do not have the delegated power to approve applications 
outside the policy guidelines.   

 
4.6 At their meeting on 2 July 2019, the Public Protection Committee RESOLVED as 

follows: 
 
4.7 (1) T H A T the Age Policy Guidelines in respect of Class One Hackney Carriages 

and Private Hire Vehicles to be amended to show a requirement for the vehicle 
to be a maximum of 6 years old at time of first licence. 
 

4.8 (2) T H A T for applications to waive the age policy guidelines for Class One 
Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles that are to be considered by the 
Licensing (Public Protection) Committee, for the suitability and condition of the 
vehicles to be assessed by the Alps Depot, and the outcome of the assessment to 
be reported to the Committee prior to determination. 
 

4.9 Reasons for decisions 
 
(1) In order to amend the current Age Policy Guidelines so that vehicles could be 
a maximum of 6 years old at the first time of licence. 
 

4.10 (2) In order for the Committee to receive the result of the testing by the Alps 
Depot prior to the Committee’s determination on whether to waiver the Age 
Policy Guidelines. 

 
4.11 ASSESSMENT 

 
4.12 On 15 September 2020 the vehicle was presented for testing at The Alps Depot.  

A copy of the assessment of the mechanical fitness is attached at Appendix A. 
 

4.13 On 16th October 2020 the vehicle was presented for testing again and failed the 
mechanical test. The assessment is attached at Appendix B. 
 

4.14 On 3rd November 2020 the vehicle was presented for testing again, and again 
failed.  Many of the faults identified in the previous test were still apparent.  The 
assessment and MOT failure certificates are attached at Appendix C. 
 

4.15 Later that day the Mechanic who had examined the vehicle contacted Licensing 
to say that it was in a very poor condition and that there was a question as to 
whether this vehicle could meet the required standard.   This opinion has been 
endorsed by the Fleet Manager, Neighbourhood Services and Transport.    
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4.16 The Committee is requested to consider the assessment and determine whether 
to waive the age policy guidelines in this case.  If Members are satisfied that 
there are exceptional circumstances to depart from the age policy guidelines, the 
vehicle will be presented at Fleet Services the Alps for an MOT Test and Taxi 
compliance test. 

 

5. How do proposals evidence the Five Ways of Working and contribute 
to our Well-being Objectives? 

 

5.1 This report supports the well-being outcome of An Inclusive and Safe Vale 
 

6. Resources and Legal Considerations 
 

Financial  

6.1 Resources directed to the administration and enforcement of the Taxi Licensing 
function may be recovered through Taxi Licensing Fees and Charges. 
 

Employment  

6.2 None 

 

Legal (Including Equalities) 

6.3 The power to licence hackney carriages is contained within Section 37 of the 
Town Police Clauses Act 1847.  The reference to commissioners now relates to 
the local authority. 
 

6.4 Hackney carriages to be licensed.  
 
The commissioners may from time to time licence to ply for hire within the 
prescribed distance, or if no distance is prescribed, within five miles from the 
General Post Office of the city, town, or place to which the special Act refers, 
(which in that case shall be deemed the prescribed distance,) [F1such number of] 
hackney coaches or carriages of any kind or description adapted to the carriage 
of persons [F1as they think fit]. 
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7. Background Papers 
     None. 
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