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Meeting of: Public Protection Licensing Committee  

Date of Meeting: Tuesday, 16 May 2023 

Relevant Scrutiny 
Committee: Homes and Safe Communities 

Report Title:  
Application to Waive Age Policy Guidelines for First Licensing of Private Hire 

Vehicle 

Purpose of Report: 
To determine an application for the grant of a vehicle which falls outside 

the current age policy guidelines approved by the Public Protection 
Committee 

Report Owner:   Miles Punter, Director of Environment and Housing  

Responsible Officer:   Miles Punter, Director of Environment and Housing  

Elected Member and 
Officer Consultation:  

None 

Policy Framework:  This is a matter for decision by the Public Protection Licensing Committee  

Executive Summary: 
 

• The Public Protection Committee has adopted age policy guidelines covering the first licensing of 
hackney carriage and private hire vehicles. This application falls outside the policy. 
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Recommendations 
1. It is recommended that Members give careful consideration to the following issues 

prior to determining the request to waive the Vale of Glamorgan Council's Age 
Policy Guidelines in respect of vehicle Ford Mondeo, registration number CU64 
NCD: 

• Whether they are satisfied that this vehicle is suitable in type, size and design in 
accordance with Section 48 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1976 to be licensed as a Private Hire Vehicle. 

• Any factors Mr Mais wishes to have considered. 

2. If Members are satisfied that this vehicle meets the requirements of Section 48 of 
the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 they may resolve to 
waive the Age Policy Guidelines in respect of this vehicle.  Or if Members are minded 
to refuse the application, should give reasons for this decision. 

Reasons for Recommendations 
1. To advise Members of the options available to them. 

1. Background 
1.1 On 28th March, 2023, Mr David Mais made an application to renew a vehicle 

licence in respect of Private Hire Vehicle (PHV) Licence 066, Ford Mondeo, CU64 
NCD (“PH066”). However, the vehicle licence had expired on 2nd March, 2023.    

1.2 The reasons for the late submission of the renewal application are contained in 
the email sent by Mr Mais which is attached to this report at Appendix A. 

1.3 The application must be determined as an application for the grant of a vehicle 
licence.  The vehicle falls outside the Age Policy approved by the Public 
Protection Licensing Committee as the vehicle first date of registration is 20th 
January, 2016.    

1.4 On 17th April, 2023 the vehicle passed the taxi compliance and MOT test.  A copy 
of the vehicle test and MOT is attached to this report at Appendix B.   

2. Key Issues for Consideration 
2.1 It is the duty of the Local Authority to determine applications made under the 

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and Town Police Clauses 
Act 1847.  Applications which fall outside the policy guidelines are referred to the 
Public Protection Licensing Committee for determination.  
 

2.2 The vehicle policy applicable to this application was approved by the Licensing 
Committee on 2nd July, 2019.  The current maximum age a vehicle can be first 
licensed is 6 years old.  Vehicles which are older than this can continue to be 
licensed provided the renewal application and testing is successful and there is 
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no break in licence.   This vehicle was first registered on 20th January, 2016.  On 
2nd July, 2019, Committee further resolved:  
 

2.3 (2) T H A T for applications to waive the age policy guidelines for Class One 
Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles that are to be considered by the 
Licensing (Public Protection) Committee, for the suitability and condition of the 
vehicles to be assessed by the Alps Depot, and the outcome of the assessment to 
be reported to the Committee prior to determination. 

2.4 Vehicles must pass the MOT inspection and are also tested in line with the 
relevant conditions and National Inspection Standards, which provides additional 
testing requirements to those in the MOT inspection in relation to hackney 
carriage and private hire vehicles.   

3. How do proposals evidence the Five Ways of Working and contribute 
to our Well-being Objectives? 

3.1 This report has been screened for evidence of the Five Ways of Working and how 
it may contribute to our Well-being Objectives. 

3.2 Prevention and collaboration:  

4. Climate Change and Nature Implications  
4.1 None, this is a regulatory function. 

5. Resources and Legal Considerations 
Financial  

5.1 There are no immediate financial implications arising directly from this report. 

 
Employment  

5.2 None. 

 
Legal (Including Equalities) 

5.3 Section 48 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states:- 

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Part of this Act, a district council may on 
receipt of an application from the proprietor of any vehicle for the grant in 
respect of such vehicle of a licence to use the vehicle as a private hire vehicle, 
grant in respect thereof a vehicle licence: 

Provided that a district council shall not grant such a licence unless they are 
satisfied (a) that the vehicle is- 

(i) Suitable in type, size and design for use as a private hire vehicle; 
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(ii) Not of such design and appearance as to lead any person to 
believe that the vehicle is a hackney carriage; 

(iii) In a suitable mechanical condition: 

(iv) Safe; and 

(v) Comfortable 

5.4 Section 48(2) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
states:- 
 
(2) A district council may attach to the grant of a licence under this section such 

conditions as they may consider reasonably necessary including, without 
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions of this subsection, 
conditions requiring or prohibiting the display of signs on or from the vehicle 
to which the licence relates. 

 
5.5 Section 48(7) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 

states:- 
 
(7) Any person aggrieved by the refusal of a district council to grant a vehicle 
 licence under this section, or by any condition specified in such a licence, may 
 appeal to a magistrates' court. 

6. Background Papers 
None. 
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