










To whom it may concern, 
 
I write to you with notes to consider regarding the planning application of 101, 
Port Road West, Barry, CF62 8PP. Especially the aspects of our artificial slate roof 
and boundary pillared wall.  
 
In January 2022 i gave birth to our second child and was informed by vale of 
Glamorgan planning officers they would ‘give me breathing space’ to find my feet 
after welcoming our child, i instructed my architect 2 weeks ago to proceed with 
submitting a planning application however he has been on holiday. I am 
currently on maternity leave with no pay and we are still trying to rebuild my 
husbands business after a breakdown of it during covid-19, with this and looking 
after small children, my time has been consumed else where and only now do I 
feel in a space ready to deal with the matter.  
 
Upon consultation of our application back in 2019 for a side double storey 
extension to be built, the specific roofing material was not stated in our final 
report and we were advised by our structural engineer and roofer that artificial 
slate would be a preferred material due to it being a lighter and more durable 
option, the other contributing factor was that our roof was renewed during lock 
down of which the original Marley roof tiles were on a 20 week wait, with our 
roof now exposed to bad weather this was not a timescale we could wait for nor 
advised to wait for as Marley advised us timescales could exceed this time.  
 
Regarding our boundary wall, we tried to keep our garden wall at 1m high 
however our dog escaped 3 times nearing death on the main road and our 2.5 
year old child is also at a height that he can climb over the wall, this led us to 
heighten the wall to prevent a tragedy occurring. 
 
Many times through conversations with vale of Glamorgan planning officers I 
have asked for suggested comprises when it comes to our garden wall and have 
been told every time there is no compromise and no wall is acceptable. I had 
previously suggested bringing the wall 1m back into my garden, also returning 
the wall from our new extension however all of these options were refused. 
When asked how I could secure my garden for my children and dogs, we were 
told it is not there place to advise on this. I have made the planning officers aware 
of my desire to submit planning applications for the works however have been 
informed these will be declined and will not be approved, again no suggestion of 
what may be approved has been advised. Whilst I fully appreciate our garden is 
on highlight Lane and that this street has an open plan feel, our house is part of 
port road west, therefore do not feel we should be at a disadvantage because of 
the position of our back garden.  
 



Our house is situated on a cul-de-sac where there are 4 corner houses including 
mine, each of the 3 other corner houses have a fence or pillared wall as privacy to 
their garden and have had no repercussion’s.  
 
My husband and I have a young family and are very hardworking people and 
want nothing but to create a beautiful family home for our children, to better the 
look of our once derelict house when bought and to better the look of our street 
however we feel singled out being young individuals as many other houses 
around Barry, especially in close proximity to our home have done the same and 
had no repercussions. 
 
We have spoken with several of our neighbours along port road west and 
highlight Lane and they are all happy with our boundary wall and material on our 
roof, allot commenting on the privacy aspect for them and us and also the 
security of our home. Also how ascetically pleasing our home, in particular our 
wall is. Our adjoined next door neighbour has also expressed intent to change 
their roofing material to artificial slate too.  
 
I made the officers aware of my intention of submitted a new application and was 
told they would proceed to put it to the committee for enforcement.  
 
As you can appreciate having recently had a child and being off work, all of this 
stress is having a detrimental impact on my overall mental well-being and 
creating severe anxiety. The current climate of cost of living and struggling to get 
by day to day, we have no more funds available to make any alterations to our 
home and this is creating huge stress in our family with the unknown of how we 
would proceed if enforcement action is taken. I can only hope this will come to an 
agreeable conclusion for all concerned.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
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