
Recent Prosecution Cases (End of January to end of May 2017) 

A number of prosecutions have been successfully concluded in recent months, arising from investigations conducted across the Shared Service. 

 

Case 
 

 

Court date 
 

Offence(s) 
 

Outcome 
1 27.1.17 

 

Unlicensed late night trading from a takeaway  
premises. 

The owner of the business was fined £500 and ordered to pay 
costs of £150 and a victim surcharge of £50. 

In addition, an employee was given a conditional discharge and  
ordered to pay costs of £75 together with a victim surcharge of 
£20. 

2 27.1.17 Carrying on the business of a scrap metal dealer 
without a licence, contrary to s.1(1) of the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 

The defendant was fined £115, ordered to pay costs of £150 and 
a victim surcharge of £30 

3 2.2.17 Failing to comply with a Notice served under the 
Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949 requiring 
steps to be taken for the destruction of rats or mice 
at a property.  

 

 

The magistrates fined the defendant £140 and ordered costs be 
paid of £375 and a victim surcharge of £30. 

4 13.2.17 Two offences of under the Environmental Protection 
Act 1990 of failing to comply with an abatement 
notice in respect of the noise caused by barking 
dogs 

 
 

The defendant was fined £70 for the 2 offences, ordered to pay 
costs of £100 and a victim surcharge of £30 



5 1.3.17 Five offences of failing to comply with a noise 
abatement notice concerning loud shouting contrary 
to Section 80(4) of the Environmental Protection Act 
1990.  

The magistrates granted an absolute discharge and made no 
order for costs and no order for compensation 

6 2.3.17 Food Business Operator pleaded guilty to 28 
offences for failures in respect of food hygiene and 8 
offences for failing to comply with hygiene 
improvement notices under the Food Hygiene 
(Wales) Regulations 2006. Guilty pleas were also 
entered in respect of two offences under the General 
Food Regulations 2004 for placing food on the 
market which was unfit for human consumption. The 
company owning the business also pleaded guilty to 
the same offences plus a further charge of failing to 
display a Food Hygiene rating sticker as required 
under the Food Hygiene Rating (Wales) Act 2013  

 

The FBO was sentenced to 4 months imprisonment suspended 
for 12 months with regards to the 2 more serious offences of 
placing food on the market which was unfit for human 
consumption. He was ordered to undergo an unpaid work 
requirement of 200 hours and a Rehabilitation activity 
requirement of up to 15 days. For the other 36 offences he was 
fined £200 for each offence giving a total fine of £7200. He was 
also ordered to pay costs of £1400 and a victim surcharge of 
£115. An order was made prohibiting the FBO from participating 
in the management of any food business for 10 years.  

The company was fined £1300 for each of the 2 more serious 
offences and £200 for each of the remaining offences. This gave 
a total fine of £10,000. They were also ordered to pay costs of 
£1400 and a victim surcharge of £200. 

7 17.3.17 Illegal money lending (loan sharking) 

 

The defendant was sentenced to 18 months imprisonment 
concurrent on each of the 2 counts, suspended for 2 years. He 
was also subject to a 20 day Rehabilitation Order and a Curfew 
Order for 2 months requiring him to remain indoors at his home 
address between 9pm and 6am each day. The Judge made a 
formal order for compensation to allow the Wales Illegal Money 
Lending Unit to pay back to the victims and costs of £1200 were 
awarded. 

 
 



8 6.4.17 A doorstep crime case in which money was taken for 
work that was not done.  

The defendant did not attend court voluntarily and 
had to be arrested and produced before the court 

The defendant was fined £700, and ordered to pay costs of £300 
together with a victim surcharge of £30. He was also ordered to 
pay compensation to two residents left out of pocket by his 
activities, the first of these was in the amount of £1000 and the 
second being £700. 

 

8 4.5.17 A shopkeeper was found with counterfeit and 
incorrectly labelled cigarettes in possession for 
supply.  He had received a Simple Caution in 2015 
in respect of illegal tobacco being found on the 
premises on a previous occasion  

The defendant pleaded guilty to offences under the Trade Marks 
Act 1994 and offences under the Tobacco and Related Products 
Regulations 2016 for possessing for use in the course of a 
business, cigarettes which did not carry the required health 
warnings.. 

The magistrates ordered the defendant to carry out 180 hours of 
unpaid work, pay costs of £350 and a victim surcharge of £85. A 
Forfeiture Order was granted for the tobacco products that were 
seized.  

9 5.5.17 A taxi case in which the driver concerned pleaded 
guilty to one offence under the Town Police Clauses 
Act 1847 of plying for hire without a licence and to 
one offence under the Road Traffic Act 1988 of 
driving without the required insurance. 

In mitigation the court was told that the driver had 
dropped off a pre-booked customer at a club and 
when he heard the back door of the vehicle re-open, 
he assumed it was the same man getting back in to 
continue with his journey somewhere else. 

The defendant was fined £410 and 6 penalty points were 
imposed on his licence. He was also ordered to pay costs of 
£150 and a victim surcharge of £31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 5.5.17 This case involved the use of an unlicensed hackney The proprietor of the hackney carriage was fined £696 with 6 



carriage, and both the proprietor of the vehicle and 
the driver were summonsed to appear in court.  

The proprietor pleaded guilty to two offences under 
the Town Police Clauses Act 1847 and a further 
offence under the Road Traffic Act 1988. He had 
allowed the driver to drive the vehicle without a 
current hackney carriage licence, without the 
required insurance and had failed to keep the 
required records as per his licence conditions.  

The driver pleaded guilty to driving the Hackney 
carriage vehicle without a licence and without the 
required insurance.  

penalty points being imposed on his licence. He was also 
ordered to pay costs of £150 and a victim surcharge of £45. 

The driver was fined £180 and 6 penalty points were imposed on 
his licence. He was also ordered to pay costs of £150 and a 
victim surcharge of £30. 

 

11 8.5.17 The defendant had committed a number of offences 
under the Housing Act 2004 in respect of his HMO 
property:- 

• Exceeding the maximum permitted number of 
occupants at the property 

• Permitting the first floor rear room to be 
occupied as a bedroom when it was below 
the permitted statutory room size 

• Providing false information in his application 
form. 

He was fined £412 for each offence giving a total fine of £1236. 
He was also ordered to pay costs of £275 and a victim 
surcharge of £42. 

 

12 13.5.17 This case under the Housing Act 2004 involved  

1. Failure to comply with an improvement notice 
 

2. Failure to display the manager’s details in the 

The company concerned was fined a total of £32134 and 
ordered to pay costs of £260 and a victim surcharge of £170. 



common area 
 

3. Failure to take safety measures   

4. Failure to maintain the gas and electricity 
supplies to the premises  
 

5. Failure to maintain the common parts  
 

6. Failure to maintain the living accommodation 
 

 

 

In addition, the following appeal was heard which relates to a prosecution case previously reported to the Joint Committee 

 

Court date 
 

Case details 
 

Outcome 
17.5.17 

 

The defendant food company pleaded guilty to one offence of 
failing to comply with a remedial notice served on the 19th 
September 2014 in respect of delivering high risk foods out of 
temperature control, contrary to the Food Hygiene (Wales) 
Regulation. The company was observed transporting high 
risk food including yoghurt and fresh meats in a non-
refrigerated van in breach of the remedial notice. 

On 19th January 2017, the company was fined £120,000 and 
ordered to pay costs of £2742, together with a victim 
surcharge of £170. 

The company appealed with regard to the magnitude of the 
penalty imposed by the court. 

A number of mitigating factors were presented to the court:- 
 
• The company had no previous convictions 
• Immediate action was taken to prevent a re-occurrence, e.g., 

training and new procedures 
• Changing the cut off times for orders to minimise future risks 
• £440,000 has been spent on new refrigeration vehicles 
• The fact that no reported harm was caused to the public 
 
The appeal was allowed and the fine was reduced from 
£120,000 to £80,000. 
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